
 
My thoughts on the positive impacts of the Oak Conservation and Research (OCR) Funds. How 
the OCR grant has facilitated my work with the conservation of oaks: 

 
 
 

I moved two years ago (2021) from the prestigious Royal Botanic Gardens Kew (UK) to my home 
town university, the University of Valencia in Spain. Here, in addition to the teaching 
obligations, I needed to develop my research area on plant ex-situ conservation and create a 
new research group almost from scratch. I am very grateful to the IOS-OCR grant for three 
reasons: (1) it has been a boost to my career as it provided me the first funding to create a new 
research group within the university (CRYOCONEX: Comparative Cryobiotechnology for the 
Conservation of Exceptional Species), (2) it has allowed me to frame an international and 
outstanding research team that is not only working in the OCR-funded “Global Oak Pollen Bank 
Project” but also has been involved in other research proposals on oak conservation, and  
last but not least (3) we have stated the first long-term ex-situ conservation collection of oak 
genetic resources globally through the “Global Oak Pollen Bank Project”. This project has 
conserved in its first year pollen from around 20 species from Spain, USA, and China in four 
institutions, has trained students and technical staff in the collection and preservation of oak 
pollen, and has prompted the creation of oak pollen banks in three institutions that were not 
originally part of the project. We think this will be an inflection point in the long-term ex-situ 
conservation collection of oak genetic resources globally. All thanks to the Oak Conservation 
and Research Funds. 
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