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Oak News & Notes 
The Newsletter of the International Oak Society, Volume 20, No. 1, 2016 

T he 8th Conference of the Interna-tional Oak Society was a delight-

ful event. In honor of the organiza-

tionôs 21st year, the Conference was 

held in Lisle, Illinois, at The Morton 

Arboretum ï the host site of the first 

Conference in 1994. A total of 188 

people were in attendance, represent-

ing 15 different countries. The event 

was graciously hosted by Dr. Gerard 

Donnelly, President and CEO of The 

Morton Arboretum, and Dr. Andrew 

Hipp, Senior Scientist in Systematics 

and Herbarium Curator of The Morton 

Arboretum.  

This yearôs Conference boasted an im-

pressive 26 presentations and 8 work-

shops on a myriad of topics, as well as 

9 poster sessions. Presenters highlight-

ed species from North America, Mexi-

co, and China ï discussing topics from 

phylogeny and genomics to evolution 

and maintenance. Horticultural re-

searchers shared the latest in breeding, 

clonal reproduction, and cultivation 

techniques. The program also included 

presentations on the cultural and his-

torical significance of oaks such as the 

legacy of Pathfinder (a sentinel oak), 

the art of oak-rod basketry, and an in-

quiry into the consumption of acorns 

by early humans.   

The Conference officially opened on 

Sunday, October 18 with an address 

from keynote speaker Sara Oldfield,  

co-chair of the IUCN/SSN Global Tree 

Specialist Group. Addressing the issue 

of conservation, Saraôs inspirational 

presentation echoed the sentiments of 

the International Oak Societyôs mis-

sion of preservation. The IUCN, or 

International Union for Conservation 

of Nature, is an organization dedicated 

to global conservationΦ The group is 

especially known for the creation of 

the Red List, which details the endan-

germent status for known species. Ear-

lier that morning, Sara and Dr. Murphy 

Westwood led a workshop to discuss 

and update the Red List status for oak 

species. Many IOS members attended 

to contribute their knowledge of differ-

ent oaks species to help update the da-

tabase. Future partnerships between 

the IUCN, The Morton Arboretum, 

and the IOS are anticipated.       

The following morning, proceedings 

began at Thornhill Education Center 

with opening remarks from Dr. Don-

nelly and B®atrice Chass®, outgoing 

IOS President, followed by the first 

round of presentations. In between the 

intellectual morsels of talks on cutting-

edge developments in our knowledge 

about oaks, attendees were treated to 

an excellent lunch buffet. Refresh-

ments were also served in the Found-

erôs Room, surrounded by a surfeit of 

IOS Returns to the Morton for 8th Conference 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ όŎƭƻŎƪǿƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻǇ ƭŜƊύΥ IŜƴǊȅ ά²ŜŜŘǎέ 9ƛƭŜǊǎΣ bƛŎƪ {ǘƻȅƴƻũΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ IƛǇǇΣ 
aŜƎŀƴ 5ǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ Dǳȅ {ǘŜǊƴōŜǊƎΣ WƛƳ IƛǘȊΣ bƛŎƻƭŜ /ŀǾŜƴŘŜǊΣ aǳǊǇƘȅ ²ŜǎǘǿƻƻŘΣ !ƭŀƴŀ aŎYŜŀƴΣ WƻŜ wƻǘƘπ
ƭŜǳǘƴŜǊ όƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǇƘƻǘƻΥ aŀǧ [ƻōŘŜƭƭύΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻōΗ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭDǳȅ {ǘŜǊƴōŜǊƎΦ 

http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-1.jpg
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oak souvenirs displayed for the silent 

auction. Additional information on the 

silent auction can be found on page 5 

of this issue.  

Presentations continued into the after-

noon, followed by a series of open 

workshops. These workshops included 

a tour of the herbarium, a lecture and 

demonstration on grafting techniques, 

discussion of oak diseases, and even a 

botanical sketching class. In addition, a 

special video, Quercophiles Abroad, 

was shown. Created by Dan Keiser, 

this nostalgic film chronicled the ad-

ventures of the International Oak Soci-

ety, reminding members of joyous 

times shared together. The day closed 

with a reception back in the Founderôs 

Room where a series of poster sessions 

were set out. Nine presenters were on 

hand next to their posters to explain 

their research and answer questions 

about diverse oak-related topics, such 

as acorns in traditional food in Korea 

and tissue culture propagation of Quer-

cus, among others. 

On the second day, after another 

schedule of provocative presentations, 

guests were treated to a much-antici-

pated tour of the Arboretum itself. 

Shuttle buses and trams took groups to 

tour the Schulenberg Prairie, the Oak 

Collection, the East Woods oak wood-

lands, and oak forest restoration re-

search sites. With warmth and humor, 

Arboretum staff guided 

groups through each 

area, giving an over-

view of the hard work 

and dedication that has 

been the legacy of The 

Morton Arboretum. 

True to the season, 

many oak species were 

awash in bright saffron, 

deep burgundy, and 

brilliant crimson. Tall 

grasses from the prairie, 

although not in bloom, 

towered overhead as a 

foretaste of the coming beauty of 

spring.     

That evening, attendees gathered for a 

Gala Banquet at the Ginkgo Restaurant 

at the Arboretumôs Visitor Center. 

Overlooking the gardens, guests ad-

mired the landscape lit with the cheery 

neon glow of festive autumn lights. 

After a round of drinks and light re-

freshments the main course was 

served. During the meal, guest speaker 

Joel Greenburg delivered the somber 

but inspirational tale of the extinct pas-

senger pigeon. Immediately following 

was the IOS Service Awards ceremo-

ny, which honored this yearôs recipi-

ents with plaques made from the his-

toric Pathfinder oak. More details on 

the IOS Awards are on page 5.  

The final day of the Conference 

presentations concluded with a special 

word from Murphy Westwood about 

The Morton Arboretumôs campaign to 

complete the Quercus entry for the 

IUCN Red List and to promote future 

research in oak conservation through 

the Global Oak Conservation Initia-

tive. Following the IOS business meet-

ing and introduction of the slate of  

Officers and Board Members for the 

coming term, the Conference conclud-

ed in traditional fashion with a polite 

frenzy of exchanging acorns. Atten-

dees swarmed a small tent outside of 

the conference hall, gathering both oak 

and non-oak seeds as a parting gift.       

A special thank you goes out to the 

Conference Committee of 2015, The 

Morton Arboretum, the individual and 

corporate conference sponsors (Diana 

Gardner, David Gooder, Michael 

Heathcoat Amory, Bartlett Tree Ex-

perts, and an anonymous donor), and 

all who were involved in making the 

Conference a big success. This yearôs 

Conference glowed with the same pas-

sion for research and conservation that 

united our group over 20 years ago. 

May the spirit of brotherhood continue 

to carry the IOS into the future. Hereôs 

to our next reunion at the 9th Triennial 

Conference in 2018, at the UC Davis 

Arboretum!   

Rebecca Dellinger - Johnston  

 

Note: The Conferenceôs 26 presentations, 

the Keynote Address and the Gala Banquet 

Address can be viewed on The Morton 

Arboretumôs YouTube channel, in the Lec-

tures and Symposia feed. 

Touring Illinois with the IOS 

The Pre-Conference Tour 

T he 2015 IOS Pre-Conference Tour 

highlighted an amazing diversity 

of trees and biomes across Southern 

and Central Illinois. Our wonderful 

tour guides, Guy Sternberg and Alana 

McKean, went out of their way to 

make this whirlwind trip awesome. 

The first day started out with some 

vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ŀŎŜǊƛŦƻƭƛŀ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ aƻǊǘƻƴ !ǊōƻǊŜǘǳƳΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭ/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ƴȅŜǊǎΦ 

²ŀǊǊŜƴ /Ƙŀǘǿƛƴ ǇƻǎŜǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƪǳƭƭ-ƭƛƪŜ ōǳǊƭ ƻƴ 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ǎƘǳƳŀǊŘƛƛ ƛƴ 9ƭƭƛǎ CŀǊƳΦ 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ƭŜƊΣ !ƴƴŀ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊ ŎƘŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǿƴŜǊ aǊǎΦ 

9ƭƭƛǎΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭ²ŀǊǊŜƴ /ƘŀǘǿƛƴΦ 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOfUesS9O8M4oa2Fieors7XtfWBq_P02T
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOfUesS9O8M4oa2Fieors7XtfWBq_P02T
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-2.jpg
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-2a.jpg
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amazing views off the sandstone  

escarpments at Cliff View Park in Alto 

Pass, followed by a visit to the gigantic 

National Champion Quercus shumardii 

at Ellis Farm. If you look closely at the 

large burl in the photo, you can see 

that it resembles a skull! Later that 

evening we enjoyed a stroll through 

the Pine Hills in Shawnee National 

Forest and watched a gorgeous sunset 

from the top of a cliff. That evening 

we were treated to a delicious Southern

-style dinner at the rustic Giant City 

Lodge in Giant City State Park.  

The next morning we hiked through 

the lush, beautiful Rocky Hollow at 

Ferne Clyffe State Park filled with 

rocky outcrops, beautiful fall colors, 

and lots of ferns (my favorite hike of 

the trip). Deciding to branch out and 

look at something other than oaks, we 

enjoyed a change of scenery at the 

northernmost ancient Taxodium 

swamp at Heron Pond. Walking the 

boardwalks through the quiet swamp 

was a stark change from the cushioned 

leaf-littered paths we had followed that 

morning. We eventually made our way 

back to the forests and visited the Illi-

nois State Champion Q. pagoda. Later 

that night we had a delicious dinner 

hosted by our friends at Longshadow 

Gardens. They led us on a tour around 

their spectacular facilities and their 

beautiful property. 

Our third day began with a shuttle ride 

across Lake Lou Yaeger so Henry 

ñWeedsò Eilers could lead us on a tour 

around the Shoal Creek Conservation 

Area. After a delicious lunch, we drove 

to see the ortet tree of Q. Ĭdeamii 

óChampion Seedlessô, then visited a 

cool gnarled Catalpa speciosa standing 

outside the homestead Power Farm. 

Not far from the tree we saw a court-

house built in 1829, where a young 

Abraham Lincoln pleaded his first 

case. Later we experienced a beautiful 

evening tour of the restored New Sa-

lem Historic Village, where Abraham 

Lincoln lived during his formative 

young adult years.  

We spent our last two days around Pe-

tersburg, IL, soaking in all the beauti-

ful things we had seen as the Tour 

came to a close. Most of our group 

stayed at the Riverbank Lodge, which 

has two oak trees growing through 

(planned) holes in the roof! Our guide 

Guy Sternberg took us to see Abraham 

Lincolnôs Tomb at Oak Ridge Ceme-

tery, and then showed us around the 

beautiful and diverse collection outside 

his home at Starhill Forest Arboretum. 

On the last day of our trip, we made an 

exciting discovery while hiking around 

the Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak Nature 

Preserve: maybe the first known speci-

mens of Q. prinoides in Illinois! We 

enjoyed our final meal of the Tour un-

der the branches of a massive Q. mac-

rocarpa in Bloomington, IL and made 

our way to The Morton Arboretum for 

the start of the 8th IOS Conference. It 

was an exhilarating 

trip with many 

beautiful sights. We 

look forward to the 

next one in 2018! 

Warren  

Chatwin  

Note: a detailed re-
port of the Pre-Tour 

will be published in 
the next issue of  

International Oaks. 

Into Indiana with Jim Hitz 
The Post-Conference Tour  

A fter assisting with the planning and organization for the Pre-

Conference Tour, I was certainly look-

ing forward to kicking back on the 

Post-Conference Tour with our knowl-

edgeable guide Jim Hitz at the helm! 

Setting off from the Conference hotel 

near The Morton Arboretum in Lisle, 

we traveled east along Lake Michi-

ganôs southern shore, trading busy city 

streets for views of the spectacular fall 

colors and varied landscapes of the 

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 

Given the diversity of habitats here, 

including dunes, oak savannas, 

swamps, bogs, marshes, prairies,  

rivers, and forest, the park ranks fourth 

in plant diversity out of all National 

Park sites in the U.S. with over 1,100 

different documented species. The first 

stop of the day was Cowles Bog, one 

portion of the 15,000-acre unit. This 

bog, technically classified as a fen, 

featured an abundance of colorful red 

maples (Acer rubrum), yellow birch 

(Betula alleghaniensis), and paper 

birch (Betula papyrifera), as well as 

shrubs such as buttonbush (Cepha-

lanthus occidentalis), spice bush 

(Lindera benzoin), poison sumac 

(Toxicodendron vernix), witch-hazel [ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾƛŜǿΥ tǊŜ-¢ƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ŀŘƳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ .ǳǊ hŀƪΦ  
tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭwƻŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΦ 

! ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴ ƻŦ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ǇǊƛƴƻƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜ-¢ƻǳǊ ƛƴ {ŀƴŘ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ-{ŎǊǳō hŀƪ bŀπ

ǘǳǊŜ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭwƻŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΦ 

http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-3.jpg
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-3a.jpg


                                                                  Oak News & Notes                                   

4 

(Hamamelis virginiana), and winter-

berry (Ilex verticillata). Henry 

ñWeedsò Eilers pointed out a great 

number of unusual ferns and other her-

baceous plants to the tree-centric 

crowd. We hiked up and out of the fen 

through the rolling terrain of a wood-

land on the dunes. As someone who 

spends a lot of time fighting invasive 

species, I was impressed with the con-

dition of this forest, where fire and 

other techniques were obviously used 

to maintain a fairly open understory 

and keep the intruders at bay. Eventu-

ally, the forest gave way to the views 

of the lake, stretching out to the hori-

zon. 

In the afternoon, at Pinhook Bog in a 

another section of the Lakeshore, park 

rangers led us into a gated area to see 

the rare purple pitcher plant 

(Sarracenia purpurea) growing in the 

sphagnum, surrounded by tamarack 

(Larix laricina) and a handful of white 

pines (Pinus strobus) and red oaks 

(Quercus rubra) that manage to with-

stand the extreme acidity. We ended 

the day in New Buffalo, Michigan 

where we enjoyed a walk on the beach, 

a fabulous meal, and luxurious accom-

modations overlooking the harbor.   

Day two brought us to War-

ren Woods, the sole surviv-

ing old growth beech-maple 

forest in Michigan. IOS 

member Doug Bidlack, who 

has spent extensive time 

studying the woods and tak-

ing measurements of some 

of the most impressive 

specimens of Fagus grandi-

folia, Quercus rubra, and 

Liriodendron tulipifera, led 

us on a hike. He took us 

past some ancient giants, 

through flood plain valleys, 

and across the placid creek that reflect-

ed the warm gold tones of the maples 

all around.  

The afternoon was spent exploring 

Fernwood Botanical Garden and Na-

ture Preserve. A stroll along a hillside 

stream, dotted with a variety of ferns 

and other plants tucked in with the na-

tive flora, led down to a scenic view of 

the St. Joseph River, reflecting the sur-

rounding fall foliage. Many cultivated 

plants in the garden were at their au-

tumn peak during our visit. I recall a 

particularly nice specimen of Stewartia 

pseudocamellia attracted much atten-

tion as Tour members remarked on the 

characteristic bark and dazzling foli-

age. We ended the day with a visit to a 

much debated large hybrid oak, most 

likely Q. Ĭbebbiana, a bit of entertain-

ment from our host (Jim is quite the 

talented musician!), and an evening out 

in Valparaiso, Indiana. 

The final day was bittersweet, exhaust-

ed as we were after our travels and sad 

to know that shortly we would be say-

ing our goodbyes for another three 

years or maybe more. We headed off 

under cloudy skies, to walk the unique 

pin oak (Q. palustris) flats of Jasper-

Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area and to 

observe large numbers of migrating 

sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis)  

nearby. From there, it was time for the 

Central Illinois contingent (myself in-

cluded), to head for home, but the Tour 

went on to visit Taltree Arboretumôs 

expanding oak collection as well as 

their ever-popular Japanese gardens 

and model railroad exhibits.  

Now, reminiscing months later, look-
ing through agendas and photos,  
remembering the trees and the land-
scapes, the hospitality and the com-
panyð it leaves me looking forward to 
our next gathering in 2018. Hope to 
see you all in California! 

Alana McKean  

Note: a detailed report of the Post-Tour 
will be published in next issue of  

International Oaks.

¢ƘŜ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǘ CŜǊƴǿƻƻŘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
tƻǎǘ-/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ¢ƻǳǊΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭDǳȅ {ǘŜǊƴōŜǊƎΦ 

tƻǎǘ-¢ƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ōȅ ŀ ǇǳǘŀǝǾŜ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ҎōŜōōƛŀƴŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ !Ǌǘ 5ŀǾƛǎΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭDǳȅ {ǘŜǊƴōŜǊƎΦ 

http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-4a.jpg
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-4.jpg
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Silent Auction at the Morton 

T he first silent auction held at a Triennial Conference of the IOS 

was a great success. There were over 

50 items to bid on and the selection 

included artwork, books, jewelry, and 

oak seedlings. The highlight of the 

auction was a first edition print of In-

ternational Oaks Issue No. 1, 1992. 

The proceeds from the silent auction 

will go towards scholarships to attend 

the next Conference in 2018. I would 

like to thank those who donated, bid on 

items, and would like to extend a spe-

cial thanks to Tammie and Bonnie Jean 

who helped set up and kept an eye on 

items throughout the auction. A big 

thanks also goes to The Morton Arbo-

retum staff, especially Megan Dun-

ning, for helping to organize the event 

and keeping the proceeds in order.  

Corporate donors 

Heritage Seedlings (Mark Krautmann) 

- Forrest Keeling Nursery (Kim Love-

lace) - Nativ Nurseries (Dudley 

Phelps) - Starhill Forest Arboretum 

(Guy Sternberg) - Woodlanders (Bob 

McCartney)  

Private donors 

Emily Griswold - Ryan Russell -  

Ryder Russell - Bill Spradley - Kyle 

Spradley - Diana Gardner - Wendy 

Brockman - Keiko Tokunaga -  

Christine Battle - Dave Leonard -  

Beth Moon 

Ryan Russell  

Unraveling the  

Mystery of Quercus 

Ĭintrogressa - Part 2 

I n the last issue of Oak News & 

Notes, I wrote of my crusade to find 

and preserve Q. Ĭintrogressa. A quick 

recap: this hybrid was described from a 

single location in Missouri and soon 

after was destroyed for a building pro-

ject. I suppose I felt the need to track 

this plant down as it was originally 

found only an hour away from my 

home, and the thought of losing it en-

tirely was not something I could stand. 

Nearly five years of searching had led 

to only one questionable grafted tree 

and a score of undocumented seedlings 

that looked spot-on for Q. bicolor.  

Following a tip from Phil Stark of 

Kansas, I made a phone call to Jon Pe-

tersen of Concordia, Missouri. Concor-

dia is the town where the hybrid was 

originally found, so it was a promising 

lead. I met with Jon and his brother 

Mark on their family farm just outside 

of Concordia. They showed me two 

trees growing together alongside the 

road that were planted by their father, 

Marvin, about 30 years prior. The 

brothers told me the story of their fa-

ther, who worked at the Concordia rest 

stop where the trees were found. They 

told me that their dad dug these trees 

as seedlings from among the hybrid 

swarm. These were the first trees I had 

laid eyes on that had direct ties to the 

original site. Looking these trees over, 

it was apparent that both had an affini-

ty towards Q. bicolor, but neither fit 

within the morphological range of pure 

Q. bicolor. I collected herbarium spec-

imens from each tree, cupules, and a 

few remaining acorns.  

Mark mentioned that there was another 

one of these trees planted by their fa-

ther on the property, and when Paul 

Thomson visited a couple of years ago, 

he thought that this tree was the most 

like the hybrid he described in the 

1970s. We drove to that tree and it 

again showed an obvious affinity with 

Q. bicolor, but its leaves were smaller, 

and a bit narrower; more like the 

leaves Thomson showed on the plate in 

his original publication. I collected 

herbarium specimens from this tree 

[ŜŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǳǘŀǝǾŜ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ҎƛƴǘǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŀΦ  
tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭwȅŀƴ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΦ 

нлмр Lh{ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ Dŀƭŀ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊπ

ŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ aƻǊǘƻƴ !ǊōƻǊŜǘǳƳΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ 

ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴΣ Lh{ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜπ

ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǳǎ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ 

ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ Lh{Φ ¢ƘŜ [ƛŦŜǝƳŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ 

ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜπ

ŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмр !ǿŀǊŘǎΦ ! Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎπ

Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘπ

ƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳŜǊƛǘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ !ǿŀǊŘΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ Lh{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ 

!ƭƭŜƴ /ƻƻƳōŜǎ ό¦Yύ  

!ƴǘƻƛƴŜ YǊŜƳŜǊ όCǊŀƴŎŜύ  

5ƛǊƪ .Ŝƴƻƛǘ ό.ŜƭƎƛǳƳύ  

aŀǊŎƛŜ aŀȅŜǊ όDǊŜŜŎŜύ 

.ƻō aŎ/ŀǊǘƴŜȅ ό¦{!ύ 

[ƛŦŜǝƳŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ 

aƛŎƘŜƭ 5ǳƘŀǊǘ όCǊŀƴŎŜύ  

CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ DŀǊƛƴ ό{Ǉŀƛƴύ  

5ƛŀƴŀ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ό¦{!ύ  

{ŜŜŘƭƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǳŎǝƻƴŜŘΦ  

tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭwȅŀƴ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΦ 
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and found a few cupules and one re-

maining acorn. The Petersen brothers 

have collected acorns from these trees 

for several years and sent them to the 

Missouri Department of Conserva-

tionôs State Nursery in Licking, MO to 

raise and sell to Missouri landowners. 

Unfortunately, this trip was too late in 

the season to find acorns still on the 

trees, and while the Petersens had 

picked up several gallons of acorns 

from these trees, I didnôt take any as it 

would have been impossible to deter-

mine which tree they came from. I col-

lected scion wood from each tree and 

plan to graft a number of each of these 

so I can grow them much closer to 

home to evaluate them more easily.  

The most exciting part of this trip was-

nôt finding these trees, which may 

sound odd. Of course, this was very 

exciting, but it was the tree that I al-

most didnôt see that was the best part. 

Many people have expressed a certain 

amount of doubt (myself included) 

about Thomsonôs theory that one half 

of this hybrid was a hybrid itself (Q. 

prinoides Ĭ muehlenbergii). These two 

species can be difficult enough to tell 

apart and nearly impossible in a three-

way hybrid. So, even though I had 

found trees that I could tie directly to 

the original collection site, there was 

no way to positively tell if the trees I 

had found were actually the three-way 

hybrid that Thomson named Q. 

Ĭintrogressa. As I was leaving, Mark 

made an off-hand comment that his 

dad had also planted a chinkapin oak 

(Q. muehlenbergii) near the lake and 

wondered if Iôd like to see it. It was on 

the way out so I said yes. As I casually 

looked at this ñchinkapinò oak, it 

dawned on me that I was looking at a 

putative Q. prinoides Ĭ muehlenbergii 

hybrid, and better yet, the brothers 

think that their father took this tree 

from the original site. Admittedly, I am 

inferring some of this information as 

Marvin passed away in 2007 and I can-

not ask him more specific details. 

However, if my suspicions check out, I 

believe it can be concluded with a cer-

tain amount of confidence that the 

three trees suspected as being Q. 

Ĭintrogressa on the Petersen property 

are the real deal. I will await confirma-

tion from real experts before I call this 

hunt a success. Andrew Hipp from The 

Morton Arboretum has agreed to ana-

lyze DNA of these specimens and re-

port his findings. Perhaps this story 

will have a happy ending after all. 

Ryan Russell  

Note: you can view more photos in the 
online version of this article on the IOS 

website. 

Plant Collecting Collabora-
tive Expedition to the  
Southeastern United States 

T he Southeastern United States was largely spared from glaciation, 

explaining in part the much greater 

level of plant diversity of the region 

compared to the Northeastern and 

Midwest regions. For example, the 

state of Alabama boasts 40 native 

Quercus species alone, and the region 

overall is home to 5 rare oaks of con-

servation concern: Q. acerifolia (maple

-leaf oak), Q. arkansana (Arkansas 

oak), Q. boyntonii (Boynton sand post 

oak), Q. georgiana (Georgia oak), and 

Q. oglethorpensis (Oglethorpe oak). It 

was therefore a region of interest for 

the newly reformed Plant Collecting 

Collaborative (PCC), a group of  

United States Botanical Garden Profes-

sionals. 

Following the 2015 IOS Conference, 

the PCC traveled to the Southeastern 

United States on a seed collection ex-

pedition with a goal of collecting as 

many Quercus taxa as possible, partic-

ularly focusing on species of conserva-

tion concern. This was the first PCC 

expedition to occur in the last five 

years and was led by Matt Lobdell 

(Head of Collections and Curator, The 

Morton Arboretum), with other partici-

pants at varying stages of the trip in-

cluding Andrew Bunting (Chicago  

Botanic Garden), Ethan Kauffman 

(Moore Farms Botanical Garden), 

Greg Paige (Bartlett Tree Research 

Laboratories and Arboretum), Tim  

Boland (The Polly Hill Arboretum), 

Amy Highland, and Cat Meholic (both 

from Mt. Cuba Center). 

The group began their journey near the 

city of Orange Beach, Alabama on the 

coast of the Gulf of Mexico, where 

they were guided by Patrick Thompson 

(Davis Arboretum of Auburn Univer-

sity) and local landscape architect 

Daniel Neil. Despite high winds and 

rain in the aftermath of Hurricane Pa-

vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ŀǊƪŀƴǎŀƴŀ ƛƴ DǳƭŦ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴƳƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ  
tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭaŀǧ [ƻōŘŜƭƭΦ 

! ǾƛŜǿ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǳǘŀǝǾŜ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ 
ҎƛƴǘǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŀΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭwȅŀƴ wǳǎǎŜƭƭΦ 

http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/content/unraveling-mystery-quercus-%C3%97introgressa-pm-thomson-part-2
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/pictures/ON&N/ONN20-6a.jpg
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tricia, the group was able to collect 

acorns of Q. geminata, Q. hemi-

sphaerica, Q. laevis, Q. minima, and 

Q. virginiana. A small population of Q. 

arkansana in Gulf State Park (one of 

the southernmost populations of the 

species) was also visited, though it was 

not bearing fruit. 

Next, the group traveled to central Ala-

bama (mainly the Birmingham area) in 

hopes of collecting seed from several 

populations of Q. boyntonii and one of 

Q. georgiana. Led by Fred Spicer 

(Birmingham Botanical Gardens), the 

first stop was a residential neighbor-

hood in the city of Mountain Brook, 

where Mr. Spicer had previously ob-

served two large Q. boyntonii pre-

served in the lawns of residential prop-

erties. As Birmingham is a post-

Reconstruction city dating from 1871 

and Mountain Brook itself was devel-

oped as a residential community begin-

ning in the 1920s, commercial availa-

bility of Q. boyntonii during the areaôs 

development, if any, would have been 

quite limited. Consequently, these trees 

are thought to be remnants of a previ-

ously existing, more extensive popula-

tion. Though one of the two trees ap-

peared in poor condition, the other was 

performing better and produced a 

quantity of acorns suitable for collec-

tion. 

The next stop was the parking lot of an 

industrial facility, where Howard 

Hughes (Birmingham Botanical Gar-

dens) had previously noticed 

several plants he suspected to 

be Q. boyntonii. Further inves-

tigation confirmed his suspi-

cions and seed collections were 

made from four fruiting plants. 

After these forays in residential 

and industrial contexts, the 

group collected in a truly natu-

ral setting, the Moss Rock Pre-

serve. Though evidence of hu-

man encroachment was still 

visible given spontaneous seed-

lings of Camellia sasanqua and 

Nandina domestica, the lands 

were of much greater quality the fur-

ther the group hiked. One collection of 

Q. boyntonii was made, but none of the 

observed Q. georgiana in the shady 

area was fruiting. Finally, upon reach-

ing an open, flat rock habitat, one soli-

tary Q. georgiana revealed itself with a 

significant quantity of fruit for collec-

tion. Other Quercus taxa of interest 

collected here included Q.  

coccinea and Q. montana. 

Western Alabama was the next area of 

exploration, where two days were 

spent under the guidance of Dr. Brian 

Keener (University of West Alabama) 

and Wayne K. Webb (Superior Trees). 

The group visited a variety of sites 

from the chalky outcrops of the 

Tombigbee River, the Swann Covered 

Bridge over the Locust Fork of the 

Black Warrior River, to the botanically 

famous Bibb County Glades. High-

lights included two col-

lections of Q. arkansana 

in Sumter County and a 

collection of Q. boyntonii 

in St. Clair County. 

Before the journey was 

done, two more states 

were visited. First was 

Georgia, where the group 

was able to observe and 

collect from a large pop-

ulation of Q. ogle-

thorpensis and Q. shu-

mardii in Oconee National Forest un-

der the guidance of John Jensen and 

Tom Patrick (Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources). We then traveled 

south to the Fall Line Sandhills Wild-

life Management Area where an addi-

tional four species were collected: Q. 

hemisphaerica, Q. incana, Q. laevis, 

and Q. margarettae. Finally, the last 

stop was made in western South Caro-

lina, where one more collection of Q. 

oglethorpensis was made in McCor-

mick County along with collections of 

Q. coccinea and Q. marilandica. 

The expedition was by most acccounts 

a success, with the collections of Q. 

boyntonii in both St. Clair and Jeffer-

son Counties, Alabama, representing 

germplasm not currently in ex situ con-

servation in North American botanical 

gardens and arboreta, likely the most 

valuable. However, not all was good 

news: Mike Gibson (Huntsville Botan-

ical Garden) guided an effort to locate 

a disjunct population of Q. georgiana 

in Limestone County (northern Ala-

bama), only to find the site had been 

recently logged. Similarly, efforts to 

locate documented populations of the 

species in Chambers and Randolph 

Counties, Alabama (near the Georgia 

Border) were unsuccessful, though 

they could hopefully still be located 

given a more concerted scouting effort. 

Still, seed from the 28 collections of 

Quercus species are currently in pro-

CǊƻƳ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ /ŀǘ aŜƘƻƭƛŎΣ DǊŜƎ tŀƛƎŜΣ ¢ƛƳ .ƻƭŀƴŘΣ ¢ƻƳ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ƻƎƭŜǘƘƻǊǇŜƴǎƛǎ ƛƴ hŎƻƴŜŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƻǊŜǎǘΦ  
tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭaŀǧ [ƻōŘŜƭƭΦ 

.Ǌƛŀƴ YŜŜƴŜǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōō /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

DƭŀŘŜǎΦ CǊƻƳ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ !Ƴȅ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ YΦ ²ŜōōΣ 

DǊŜƎ tŀƛƎŜΣ 9ǘƘŀƴ YŀǳũƳŀƴΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ YŜŜƴŜǊΦ  

tƘƻǘƻΥ ϭaŀǧ [ƻōŘŜƭƭΦ 
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duction at The Morton Arboretum, 

Chicago Botanic Garden, and several 

other institutions nationwide where the 

plants will be utilized for ex situ con-

servation, research purposes, and gen-

eral appreciation by the oak enthusiast. 

Matt Lobdell  

Oak Red Listing Project  

Update 

I n January 2015 The Morton Arbore-tum launched a project in collabora-

tion with BGCI and the IUCN/SSC 

Global Tree Specialist Group, which 

aims to complete IUCN Red List threat 

assessments for all of the world's oak 

species. Many oak species are known 

to be facing habitat destruction, cli-

mate change, invasive pests and patho-

gens, and competition from invasive 

plants. Therefore, it is important to 

have an up-to-date understanding of 

the threats facing this globally im-

portant tree genus.  

To complete the Red List assessments, 

we have been gathering extensive data 

on oak distributions, threats, popula-

tion trends, and human uses. Develop-

ment of relationships with the global 

network of oak experts is a key step, 

and the International Oak Society net-

work has been, and continues to be, a 

valuable resource for the oak red list-

ing project. We thank all involved in-

dividuals for their help 

so far, and look for-

ward to further input 

from IOS members as 

we continue to pursue 

our goal.  

At this time, we would 

like to announce a new 

milestone in our pro-

jectðthe completion of 

a final list of the oaks 

of the Americas that 

will be used as the ba-

sis for our IUCN Red 

List assessments! (The 

list can be downloaded 

on the IOS website.) 

Since there is no single 

agreed upon global 

checklist for oak species, we have re-

viewed many sources and collaborated 

with a variety of experts to create a 

conservation-focused species list. We 

will be completing a final species list 

for the Old World oaks within the 

coming months. 

For a year-end update on our assess-

ment progress, 65 assessments were 

accepted by IUCN in 2015, 52 of 

which have been published on the Red 

List and are available to the public 

(www.iucnredlist.org). The next up-

date to the Red List will be in summer 

2016. 

Please donôt hesitate to share with us 

your new or changing insights regard-

ing oak taxonomy or conservation is-

sues. For further information on the 

oak red listing project or to contribute 

data, please contact Dr. Murphy West-

wood, Tree Conservation Specialist at 

The Morton Arboretum:  

mwestwood@mortonarb.org 

Emily Beckman and  

Murphy Westwood  

Species Spotlight  

Quercus crassifolia Bonpl. 

Quercus crassifolia is a tree ranging in 

height from 4 to 15 meters, and is usu-

ally easily recognized by its leaves: 

stiff and leathery, glossy blackish 

green above, covered with a layer of 

pale brown hairs beneath, and with 

bristle-tipped teeth above the widest 

part of the leaf. It was first collected by 

Alexander von Humboldt and Aim® 

Bonpland on their famous five-year 

journey to Latin America at the cusp of 

the 18th and 19th centuries; the name 

was published by Bonpland in 1809, 

thus making this species one of the 

first Mexican oaks to be described 

(several species were described by 

Luis N®e in 1801). Amongst its numer-

ous common names in Spanish, per-

haps the most distinctive is Encino 

chicharr·n, based on the similarity 

between the leaves and the fried pork 

rinds popular in Mexican cuisine and 

known as chicharrones (encino is one 

of the generic terms for Quercus in 

Mexican Spanish). The epithet crassi-

folia derives from the Latin crassus, 

meaning solid, thick, or coarse (it is 

the origin of the English word ñcrassò), 

and refers to the thickness of the 

leaves. 

vǳŜǊŎǳǎ ƻƎƭŜǘƘƻǊǇŜƴǎƛǎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
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