
 

AIKEN OAK AND HORTICULTURAL TOUR                                                                                                                 

November 1st – 3rd, 2013 

Events and Tour Opportunities 

 
Friday, November 1st – 6:00 p.m.  
An Aiken Reception……………………………………………………………………………………. Aiken Visitors Center and Train Museum  
Guests are invited to the Aiken Visitors Center at Newberry Street and Park Avenue in downtown Aiken to join us for a 
welcome reception featuring good, old fashioned bar-be-que!  In addition to a little grinnin’ and pickin’, guests will be 
offered a basic orientation to the weekend’s events.   
 
Saturday, November 2nd – 9:00 a.m.  
Welcome and Overview………………………………………………………………………………. URS Center for Performing Arts   
Following a brief welcome, guests will load buses for a quick ride to nearby tour starting points.  The following tours will 
be featured and each guest will be assigned a specific time to participate in each tour.  No worries…we want to be sure 
you see everything!  (Transportation to all tour sites will depart from and return to the URS Center for Performing Arts 
located on Newberry Street between Richland and Park Avenues.  Lunch will be on your own in downtown Aiken 
between the morning and afternoon tours on both days.)     
 

I. Aiken’s Oak Collection – After seeing a collection of rare plants at the Aiken Agricultural Center, we will explore 
our one mile long planting of oaks along Park Avenue and another one mile long planting along Beaufort Street.  
Oaks from all over the world line these avenues with a different species every 55 feet.   This guided tour 
promises to be an excellent opportunity for those who wish to collect acorns.   
 

II. Colleton Avenue Arboretum Trail – This beautiful, historic Aiken residential street is now our Arboretum Trail.  
Colleton Avenue’s broad tree-filled parkway, with many rare trees, is the perfect backdrop for this 2 mile long 
exploration.  Bring your mobile cellular devices and prepare to participate in our interactive cellular tour while 
exploring more than 100 kinds of labeled trees.  It is a small sample of Aiken’s tree diversity.  This tour is self-
guided but staff will be on hand to assist you.  

 
III. Hopelands Gardens and The Rye Patch – This beautiful city park was formerly two adjoining winter colony 

estates.  Today, you’ll find quiet pathways, wetlands, historic buildings and a variety of amenities.  With 
beautiful old trees, many rare trees, Camellias and a diversity of other plants, this makes a perfect place for our 
guests to explore.  A guided tour will be offered.   

 
IV. Hitchcock Woods – This 2000 acre woodland preserve, owned and managed by the Hitchcock Foundation, right 

in Aiken is a longtime favorite for equestrian pursuits as well as photographers.  Interesting features of this large 
urban forest include miles of sandy trails, interesting topography, various ecosystems and a rich native flora.  
Motor vehicles are not allowed but the preserve is open to the public during daylight hours for riding, hiking, 
nature studies and exploration.  Guests will see the ongoing effort which is underway to restore the fire-
dependent Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris) ecosystem which once covered approximately 92 million acres in the 
southern U.S.  A guided tour will be provided.   
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Saturday, November 2nd – 9:30 a.m.  
Tour Rotation 1 (as assigned at registration)  
 
Saturday, November 2nd – 1:00 p.m.  
Tour Rotation 2 (as assigned at registration)  
 
Sunday, November 3rd – 9:00 a.m.  
Tour Rotation 3 (as assigned at registration  
 
Sunday, November 3rd – 12:30 p.m.  
Tour Rotation 4 (as assigned at registration)- Your final tour of the week.  We know you’re tired but you won’t want to 
miss the 4th leg of your exploration!   
 
Sunday, November 3rd – 4:00 p.m.  
Closing Reception…………………………………………………………………………………………. URS Center for Performing Arts  
We’ll close the weekend with announcements, tour post-mortems, farewells and a personal thank you from the City of 
Aiken! 
 

Anyone wishing to purchase rare plants from Woodlanders, Inc., whether for pick up or for shipping, must 
place the order at least 48 hours in advance.  Place orders online at www.woodlanders.net . 
 

For additional details or with questions, please call (803) 644-1902 or email eharm@cityofaikensc.gov.   
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