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Around 1860 the tin.t e:-.otic arboreal specie,, Euca~~p1111. '~as in 
troduced tnto the count!) ~ ith the purpose of grcenmg the \·ast 
trcele~s pampas. B} the tum of the 20th centUI)'. many ranche~ or 

·estanclas· had been established b) European senlers. and famous interna­
tional architects \\ere tn\lled to des1gn the parks of these farms. C'omfer.. 
and broadlea\es from Europe and onh America were abundantly planted 
and thri\ ed \ 1gorously. Among them were the oaks. ben though Argen­
una CO\ ers \ anable climate~. from subtropical to desert patagonia. the moM 
imponant man-made gardens are situated tn the pampas area. \\hlch has a 
mean annual rainfall that ranges from 600 mm up to 1100 mm, ~ith sum­
mer temperatures that n~e to 40' C'. and winters temperatures down to -6" 
C rrequent late spnng fro~~ can be quite harmful to the oaks 

The first oak plantations in gardens were pnmarily Qm:t'C'/1\ mhur. Q. 
pal111tri1 and Q. ruhra. ' omc spec1mcns ofQ. tie\. Q.. whcr. Q.. tmhnmriu 
and Q mact'OCUIJ>a completed the hst of oak plantmg,., a centul) ago. Some 
of the earl)-plantcd oaks ha\e gro~n rapid!) and th largest. or 'Champ1on 
Oah ·. that \\e ha\c measured arc: 

• Q mhur (Isolated tn.-e): 27m hdght. 4.40m g1nh. 30m CTO\\n ~pre-ad . 

estimated age: XO. 

• Q. robw~ 311m hc1ghL 3.-'0m g1rth. 35m crown spread; ~timated age: 
95. 

contd. on pg. 68 
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Oaks in Argentina ... 

contd. from pg. 67 

• Q pulu.\tril (isolated tree): 

32m hetght. 4.30m glTth. 30m 
cro11 n spread: estimated age: 
90. 

• Q tmhncuria(isolatcd tree): 

22m he1ght, 4.40m ginh. :!9m 
crol\11 spread: age: !!0. 

• Q ih t (Isolated tree): 25m 

height 5 30m gtrth. 30m 
cro11 11 spread; age: I 00. 

All thc~c tree' arc 10 'very 
good "igor and health. Due to 
their fast gro\\.th and young 
age (less than 100 year.. old). 
the) should double or triple in 
age. But. the question i\: I In\.\ 
much additional height and di­
ameter '"ill they put on. and 
"hat are the limits for the si.tc 
of these trees in the en\ iron­
ment of Aq;cntina? ruture 
generations '"ill haH~ toans"cr 
these questions. 

Three decade' ago 'orne oak 
enthusmsts (111m members of 
the International Oak Socu:ty) 
began planting collect tons" tth 
mtroducuons of acorns from 
around the \\Orld . Today. O\er Photo by author 

130 Quercm ta\a arc thrh 10g 
Quercus robur m ~ rgwwra. :! 7 meters w/1 at '0 ) oe<Jrs •!1 a}!c succcs full) hen:. l·or acorns 

brought 10 dunng the southern 
'rringtime. a prec.:htlling period 
of around si\ly da:,;. tS pro' tdcd. C\ccpt for 
tho-c ecds '' hich arc sprouting Upl)n arri\al. 
Acorn, are 'o"n 10 indi' idual containers to 

aH>id future losse» ohccdlings rc,ulting from 
transplanting. \s summer umc 1s hot. a shaded 
greenhouse or tree co1 cr is necessal). By au­
tumn (,\pnl-\la) ). the mo~t 'igorou~ seedlings 
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may be delinnely planted. but the others are 
J...ept m the greenhouse unul spnngume. D1rect 
~eedmg of Q rohur m an undcrstOI) of poplars 
or 11 illo" '· 11 hich are C'l.pected to l>c clearcut. 
ha' gi1c:n e'I.Ccllc:m re~ulr-: the ~apling~ gro" 
easily 11 1th no need or maintenance or irriga­
tion. Bel\\ .:en the third and ~ixth year. the 
O\C:NOI) IS felled and a 11onderful oak wood i. 
created. 

We ha1 e ubsened that almost all uak spc:­
cics planted here pmduce abundant mast after 
they commence !1011 enng (eight to twelfth 
year). and the acorns germinate easily beneath 
the canopy or their mother trees. 

Autumn color'> are striking m Q palustris. 
Q. coccineu. Q {//Umurdu Q. alba. Q. 
micll<ltL\11. Q ll·rata Q el/ipwida/11. Q. ruhra 

and Q. flhani. Q. p1nnatca has a panKular 
feature. bcmg the last of the oaJ... specu.:, to 

burst bud in the 'pnng a charactensuc '' h1ch 
help, 1t a101d damage from late fro,!!>. 11 hich 
do harm the early-leafing oaJ...s. Q C'llnarit' /1\i{. 

Q. btcolor and Q autn11tma arc currently grov.­
ing at a mte or 0 90 m annually. up to the age 
of Sixteen. and Q puhe1cem thm es even m 
shallo\\ calcareou' ~oils. 

There ha1e been no Significant health prob­
lems among the oaJ... plantations. except fo r 
damage from leaf cutting ants. 11h1ch require 
special control m young '>lands. 

Thanks to the mterchange of seeds 11 nh In­
ternationa l Oak Societ} members, v.c arc able 
to continuous!) mcrease the oak collection in 
Argentina. 

Photo by author 

Quc:rcu' 1lc\ mArgent mil, W mtl<r< in cnmn <pr.ad at apprtJUflllltl'll /OOI'C'< /1'\ of age 
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