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ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE – OAK LANDSCAPES OF THE FUTURE 
Climate change will have profound impacts on our natural and human-created landscapes. In urban 
areas, as the climate shifts, our tree canopy and urban forests will need to adjust as well. Climate change 
coupled with habitat disturbance is also likely to threaten many species of rare oaks in their native 
habitats. New strategies and an increased focus on conservation will be necessary if we hope to 
preserve global oak biodiversity. Meanwhile, as we search for more sustainable ways to feed the planet 
with less water and fewer resources, perennial tree crops like acorns hold fresh potential. 
 
Session Topics for the Conference Program: 
Please note that descriptions are given as examples only and are not intended to limit session proposals. 
 
Horticulture/Arboriculture  

- Best practices in selecting, propagating, growing, training, pruning, and managing pests and 
diseases 

- Assessing tree performance in urban landscapes and selecting for desirable attributes 
 

Urban Forestry 
- Managing oaks at the population scale in urban landscapes 
- Modeling how to shift species composition to adjust to a changing climate 

 
Evolution and Natural History 

- Increasing our understanding of the origin and relationships of oaks, which may help us 
prioritize what to preserve  

- Learning from the history of oak movements in response to climate change over geologic time 
 
Conservation 

- Methods for ex-situ and in-situ conservation around the world 
- Collaborative efforts 
- Strategies for maximizing conservation impact of resource investments 
- Role of oaks as keystone species and supporters of biodiversity of plants, animals, fungi, etc. 

 
Climate Modeling 

- Predicting future climates and assessing how urban and wildland environments will change 
- Measuring and predicting impacts of climate change on oak landscapes and developing 

recommendations for appropriate management strategies 
 
Oak Culture and Utilization 

- Developing potential of acorns as a food or fodder crop 
- Cultural significance of oaks and sustaining human-oak connections into the future 

 


