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Quercus aliena (Chicago Botanic Garden).
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Boyce Tankersley, Andrew Bunting, and Andrew Bell
Chicago Botanic Garden
Glencoe, IL 60022, USA

Documenting Quercus at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden

International Oaks, No. 27, 2016

The genus Quercus is one of the special collections of focus at the Chicago Botanic Garden. 
As a member of the multi-site Quercus collections of the North American Plant Collections 
Consortium of the American Public Gardens Association, documentation of all aspects of this 
collection is a priority.  

The living collection currently consists of 184 accessions representing 64 taxa and 1,131 
plants. An additional 8 taxa and 59 accessions are represented by images, herbarium and DNA 
vouchers of taxa not part of the living collection.

In an effort to support scientific studies of this collection, the Living Plant Documentation 
staff and volunteers at CBG collect, document and maintain accurate inventories, maps, 
labels, accession tags, herbarium vouchers, DNA vouchers, and digital images (of diagnostic 
characteristics) for each accession.  

•	 Images of 11 different views for each accession are shared outside the Garden using 
an application called Smugmug that enables taxonomic experts to comment/annotate 
the images remotely.

•	 DNA vouchers are collected and stored to support requests from outside the institution.
•	 3 herbarium vouchers are collected for both vegetative and reproductive features.
•	 Each specimen has a unique accession tag allowing for latitude and longitude 

coordinates to be captured with ESRI ArcGIS software.
•	 4 staff and 85 volunteers support different aspects of this project.

(Boyce Tankersley is Director of Living Plant Documentation; Andrew Bunting is the 
Assistant Director of Chicago Botanic Garden and Director of Plant Collections; Andrew 
Bell is Woody Plant Curator.)








