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Young Quercus grisea in the LBJWC tree nursery (Andrew McNeil-Marshall).
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The Oak Collection of the Texas
Arboretum at the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center

Andrew McNeil-Marshall
Texas Arboretum at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Austin, TX 78739, USA
amm@wildflower.org

The 16-acre Texas Arboretum at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin,
TX opened in 2012. It has been developed as a classic arboretum of interpreted collections
where visitors can learn about the diversity of Texas trees in a relatively compact area. These
collections exist in the context of several groves of large, established live oaks, Texas red
oaks, and post oaks.

One major aspect of the Arboretum is the Texas oak collection. The eventual goal is to
display all 50 native Texas oak species. The Wildflower Center collection policy states that
the botanic garden will only collect, propagate, and display plants growing naturally within
the state of Texas. Because the state is so diverse ecologically there are many different native
oaks — mesic and xeric, montane and lowland, eastern, western, and those few peculiar
species occurring exclusively in Texas. Due to commercial unavailability the Arboretum
staff have had to find, collect, and propagate many of these species for eventual planting
in the Arboretum. A basic collection has been established at this time (22 species), and the
collection is being updated yearly. With collection trips across the state, on both private and
public lands, Arboretum staff are slowly gaining the knowledge and plant material to grow
the Texas oak collection.

Another major feature of the Arboretum is the Hall of Texas Heroes where Texas history
is celebrated through the propagation and display of historically significant trees. Because
of their iconic nature and long life, oak trees are often identified with historic places and
events. The Hall of Texas Heroes will display the progeny of 28 of these oaks. Currently in
the propagation phase, planting will begin in the winter of 2015.
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