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Visiting the Morton’s oak collection during the 8" International Oak Society Conference (The Morton
Arboretum).
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An Audit of The Morton Arboretum
Quercus Collection

Matthew Lobdell
The Morton Arboretum
Lisle, IL 60532, USA
mlobdell@mortonarb.org

The Quercus collection located on the east side of The Morton Arboretum is one of the
institution’s most valuable and respected exhibits. It was instrumental in the institution
gaining membership into the NAPCC Quercus curatorial group, as well as twice serving
as the meeting grounds for the Triennial Conference of the International Oak Society.
Though relatively large (3.7 hectares) the collection still suffers from space constraints due
both to the relatively large size of Quercus taxa at maturity and the curatorial interest to
exhibit much of the diversity present in such a large and important genus. In order to clearly
set priorities for the collection, a full audit of living and legacy accessions was conducted
with the goal of removing those considered underperforming or surplus, consolidating
maintenance needs, and explicitly setting taxa and populations to target for future acquisition.
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