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Oak News & Notes 
Mudding in Mississippi: Oak Open Days, 

June 27-29 

R ain, mud, mosquitos, great trees, and wonderful peo-ple, all contributed to a successful Oak Open Day 

event held in Mississippi, June 27-29. Visitors from eight 

states gathered in West Point, MS for an event organized 

by Dudley Phelps and 

Ryan Russell. The 

tours included four 

venues, each with dis-

tinct variations in land-

scapes. From natural 

growth forests to unu-

sual urban trees; mani-

cured landscapes to a 

commercial nursery, 

participants experi-

enced it all.  

Visitors gathered Fri-

day evening at the 

Mossy Oak* Biologic 

and Nativ Nurseries 

headquarters in West 

Point, for a rainy car-

pool to the welcome reception held at a cabin built in 1832 

out of American chestnut. There we were greeted by Mossy 

Oak founder, Toxey Haas, and offered an impromptu ve-

hicular tour of the area surrounding the cabin, to marvel at 

a mature Quercus falcata Michx. It is speculated that this 

tree is actually a hybrid, but while everyone agreed it was 

beautiful, no conclusion was drawn about its parentage. 

Once gathered back at the cabin, our group had supper con-

sisting of grilled kebobs, salad, and rice prepared by Mossy 

Oak staff.   

Saturday brought overcast skies and mild drizzle. Partici-

pants toured a leased hunting property known locally as the 

Cotton Mill, just outside of West Point in all-terrain vehi-

cles while being plagued by mosquitos. The first stop was 

at a grove of Q. Ĭbeadlei Trel. ex E. J. Palmer surrounded 

by Q. michauxii Nutt., Q. sinuata Walter var. sinuata and 

Carya carolinae-septentrionalis (Ashe) Engl. & Graebn. 

Chanterelle mushrooms 

(Cantharellus cibarius 

Fr.) abounded in the 

undergrowth of these 

magnificent trees.    

A late lunch at the 

Twisted Burger, a gas 

station turned restau-

rant, allowed the group 

to visit and discuss the 

trees they had seen. 

After lunch, the group 

carpooled to several 

trees within the city of 

West Point, as rain 

clouds gathered. The 

first afternoon stop was 

at a large Q. alba L. Ĭ lyrata Walter near the City Airport 

on the northernmost edge of the property we had toured 

that morning.  This tree exhibits characteristics intermedi-

ate between each parent almost perfectly.  The next stop 

was at the Mossy Oak brand licensing building in the mid-

dle of downtown. The tree here is a large Q. falcata Ĭ phel-

los L. that grows right on the property line and is divided 

by a privacy fence. This hybrid can be determined by the 

rounded base, a characteristic of Q. falcata as opposed to 

the acute base of Q. pagoda  Raf. seen in Q. Ĭludoviciana 

Sarg. As we headed out of town for the last stop of the day, 

Mature Quercus alba Ĭ lyrata at the Westpoint Airport.  Photo: Ryan Russell 


