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Oak News
The Seventh International Oak Society 
Conference in Bordeaux, France

IOS members at the INRA Tour led by Antoine Kremer and Alexis Ducousso.  (Photo: Antoine Kremer)

The Seventh Triennial International Oak Society Con-
ference is in the books. The conference was held in 

Bordeaux, France, 29 September through 2 October, and 
was attended by 90 IOS members hailing from 18 coun-
tries. 

The conference was skillfully organized by Confer-
ence Chair Thierry Lamant, Béatrice Chassé, and Shaun 
Haddock, and hosted by the Institut National de la Re-
cherche Agronomique (INRA) represented by Antoine 
Kremer. The University of Bordeaux provided the audi-
torium for the conference proceedings as well as the din-
ing hall for the catered lunches. 

There were 21 presentations in all, which covered 
topics ranging from rare oaks in Cyprus, the history of 
pollarding in Europe, to new cultivar introductions from 
the last three years. There were two field trips during 
the conference as well: a visit to INRA to view Antoine 
Kremer’s research in oak genetics, and a stop at the Ton-
nellerie Nadalié, a world-renowned wine barrel manu-

facturing facility. The conference was concluded with 
a fantastic gala dinner held at the Château Carbonnieux 
where six IOS members received Lifetime and Special 
Service awards.  

The conference was a great experience for those 
who took part. The Pre-Conference and Post-Conference 
Tours were also a rousing success and were well attended 
with 31 and 51 participants respectively. Attendees were 
treated to 4 or 5 days (respectively) of travel throughout 
the French and Spanish countryside and witnessed sights 
such as natural oak forests and botanic collections rang-
ing from very young to mature. 

As one can imagine, a great deal of work is involved 
in planning a conference such as this and a big thank you 
goes out to everyone involved with the planning and or-
ganization of this Seventh Triennial IOS Conference. All 
of the conference activities are covered in greater detail 
in this issue. m  m  m
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As is customary since the first 
International Oak Society Con-

ference in 1994, prior to the 2012 
Conference in Bordeaux, 31 IOS 
members were able to enjoy four days 
visiting sites of particular interest 
to oak enthusiasts. Starting in Paris, 
the point of entry for many members 

travelling from overseas, and ending 
in Bordeaux, our journey followed 
a leisurely and somewhat circuitous 
route that took in Angers and Orléans. 
Our stops on the way allowed us to 
view a variety of manifestations of 
the genus Quercus: national collec-
tions in historic botanical gardens 
and arboreta, impressive specimens 
growing in forests hundreds of years 
old, and even a private garden rich in 
rare oaks.  

The Pre-Conference Tour (popu-
larly known as the Pre-Tour) kicked off 
at the Jardin des Plantes in Paris. Par-
ticipants congregated by the statue of 
Lamarck, who sat aloft pondering his 
theory of the heritability of acquired 
characteristics. We were welcomed by 
Thierry Lamant, organizer of the Pre-
Tour and our guide for the next four 
days. Our walk through the botanical 
garden took us down the wide parterre 
towards the imposing Grande Galerie 

de l’Evolution and across the Rue Buf-
fon to a section of the garden not open 
to the public. Highlights of the visit in-
cluded one of the oldest trees in Paris, 
a Robinia pseudoacacia L. planted in 
1635, the first ever Styphnolobium ja-
ponicum (L.) Schott (formerly Sophora 
japonica) planted in Europe in 1747 

from seeds brought from 
China, and a huge Quercus 
haas Kotschy (nomen con-
servandum), the historic 
tree introduced by Benedict 
Balansa in 1855 (this spe-
cies is now considered a 
synonym for Quercus robur 
Haas Group Kotschy).

The bus ride across 
Paris along the Seine fea-
tured a priceless moment 
when the sights of Notre 
Dame and the Sainte-Cha-
pelle on the Ile de la Cité 
were regally disregarded 
by the Pre-Tourists, who 

turned their backs on these 
Paris must-sees to gaze in the 
opposite direction at what is 
considered the oldest tree in 
Paris. The tree in question is the 
Robinier de Robin, another R. 
pseudoacacia, this one planted 
by Jean Robin, after whom the 
genus was named, 34 years 
before the one we had seen in 
the Jardin des Plantes. After 
lunch within walking distance 
of Versailles, we visited the 
Arboretum de Chèvreloup, 
which holds one of the National 
Collections of North American 
Oaks and like the Jardin des 
Plantes is part of the National 
Museum of Natural History. To 
reach the Quercetum we were 
treated to a walk down a superb 
60-year-old avenue of Juglans 
nigra L. 

That evening we arrived in 
Angers and dinner was a good op-
portunity for members to rekindle ex-
isting friendships and engage in new 
ones. The next morning saw us at 
the Arboretum Gaston Allard, where 
aside from two national champions 
of oak species (Q. phellos L. and Q. 
×schochiana Dieck, the latter recently 
felled by a storm) we observed nota-
ble conifers and a remarkable avenue 
of oaks featuring old specimens of Q. 
cerris L., Q. frainetto Ten., Q. canar-
iensis Willd. and a Q. afares Pomel 
from Algeria. Following lunch we 
headed for the Forêt de Bercé, a for-
est planted during the reign of Louis 
XIV to ensure a supply of oaks for 
the construction of naval vessels. We 
wandered among the giant centuries-
old Q. petraea (Matt.) Liebl., with 
their tall clean trunks; sadly, though, 
as our forester guide informed us, 
acorn production had been practically 
non-existent this year.

Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl. at the Forêt de Bercé.
(Photo: Peter Laharrague)

Platanus orientalis L. at the Jardin des Plantes planted in 1785. 
(Photo: Peter Laharrague)
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That night was our first of two 
at a conveniently located golf-resort 
outside Orléans. From there we set 
out the next morning towards the 
Arboretum national des Barres, with 
a surprise stop at Thierry Lamant’s 
home, where we were able to admire 
his collection of rare trees, including 
a Q. pacifica Nixon & C. H. Mull. 
grown from seed collected by Thierry 
in 1997 during the Second IOS Con-
ference tour. The Arboretum national 
des Barres was the property of the 
Vilmorin family, originally purchased 
in 1821 and gradually sold or be-
queathed to the French state. It opened 
to the public in 1984 and it was des-
ignated a Jardin Remarquable by the 
French Ministry of Culture in 2003. 
Our visit focused on the Quercetum, 
where we saw many remarkable speci-
mens, including the old Q. dentata 
Thunb., from whose acorns derived the 
hybrid with Q. petraea known as Q. 
×vilmoriniana A. Camus and named 
after Maurice Lévêque de Vilmorin, 
who planted the first specimen.

Lunch that day was taken at the 
appropriately named Au Chêne Vert 
(The Holm Oak) in the village of 
Ingrannes. Our host was Bernard de 
la Rochefoucauld, owner of the Arbo-
retum des Grandes Bruyères, which 
we would visit after lunch. As we 
sat at our tables in the inn’s old fash-

A fine ring-cup oak (Section Cyclobalanopsis) at the Arboretum 
des Barres. (Photo: Peter Laharrgue) 
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On October 3rd, 2012, a bus load 
of 50 quercophiles set off on a 

five-day tour of public and private 
tree plantations in France and Spain. 
Our first destination was the Centre 
de Graoux in the Parc Naturel Ré-
gional des Landes de Gascogne. This 
park is located in Gascony, a portion 
of southwestern France.

Historically, the Landes were 
sparsely populated, low-lying heaths 
(called landes in French). This area 
today would be unrecognizable to 
the earlier inhabitants, since it is now 
covered with a mix of planted and na-
tive forests of maritime pine (Pinus 
pinaster Aiton) and oaks (Quercus 
petraea (Matt.) Liebl., sessile oak; Q.  
robur L., English oak; and Q. pyrena-
ica L., Pyrenean oak). This low-lying 
district is extremely wet and poorly 
drained. Moss and tree trunks covered 
with lichens are abundant; some areas 
have over four feet (1.5 meters) of 
standing water in winter. Although 
dry during our visit, the streams 
were flowing through the area we 
toured. That afternoon we visited the 

Post-Conference 
Tour: Bordeaux 
and Back

ioned dining hall, we were 
faced with a centerpiece of 
oak leaves taken from les 
Grandes Bruyères’ collec-
tion, and it was our assign-
ment to identify the species 
and submit our answers to 
Bernard, who would con-
sult his list and pronounce 
his judgment—though in 
some cases, considering 
our wayward guesses, he 
seemed to play the role of 
croupier rather than judge!

After lunch we visited 
our second Jardin Remar-
quable of the day, as own-

ers Bernard and Brigitte guided us 
around the Arboretum des Grandes 
Bruyères, sharing their inexhaustible 
enthusiasm. The Arboretum is im-
pressive in its extent and exemplary 
in its maintenance and labeling. It 
holds three National Collections: 
Magnolia, Cornus and oaks of North-
east America, but most of all it holds 
the living record of its owners’ pas-
sion and dedication.

The final day of the Pre-Tour 
was taken up by the bus ride down 
to Bordeaux, where we arrived in 
time for the Welcome Cocktail and 
Conference Registration at the Uni-
versity of Bordeaux’s Agora du Haut 
Carré. It had been four intense days 
of pleasure and botanical interest, a 
perfect warm up for the delights of 
the Conference itself. Thanks are due 
to Thierry Lamant for his excellent 
organization and guidance.

Editor’s note: a detailed report 
of the Pre-Tour by Peter Laharrague 
will be published in the upcoming Is-
sue No. 24 of International Oaks.

Pollarded oak at the Forêt Communale de Sare. 
(Photo: Allan Taylor)

Roderick Cameron
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Réserve Naturelle Nationale du Cou-
rant d’Huchet near the small town 
of Léon. The forest here consists 
of plantations of maritime pine and 
oaks, including Q. suber L. 

 From Thursday, October 4th 
through Sunday, October 7th, we 
visited tree collections with a large 
component of oaks. The morning visit 
on October 4th was to the Arboretum 
de Chocha in Ustaritz. This arbore-
tum represents the best collection of 
Mexican oaks in France, with more 
than 150 species, most from North 
and Central America. That afternoon 

we visited the Forêt Communale de 
Sare. The visit to this forest neces-
sitated a good bit of uphill climbing 
which brought us to the zone where 
the forest is dominated by pollarded 

oaks (mostly Q. robur). 
Pollarding used to be done 
periodically, so that the 
tree never attained much 
height, while the trunk 
continued to expand in 
girth. This technique is no 
longer practiced here, so 
that a visitor to this forest 
today sees pollarded trees 
which have produced a sig-
nificant new canopy atop 
a huge, much older trunk. 
Not surprisingly, many of 
these trees are quite gro-
tesque, forming a veritable 
goblin forest. 

The visit of Friday, Oc-
tober 5th was to the Jardín 
Botánico de Iturraran, near 
Zarautz, in Spain. This 
garden of 10 hectares (25 
acres) is situated within the 
Parque Natural de Pagoeta. 
It has around 300 oak taxa, 
including 160 species, 
of which around 100 are 
from Mexico and Central 
America. The morning of 
October 6th we visited the 
Arboretum de la Berger-
ette, near Toulouse. The 

arboretum includes 14.5 hectares 
(35 acres) of gently rolling land and 
includes a large number of oak spe-
cies from all over the world, many 
of which are rare in cultivation and 
new to France. To date, 200 species 
of Quercus are already planted out, 
and 50 more are scheduled for future 
plantings. The visit was followed by 
a feast offered by the owner of the ar-
boretum, Shaun Haddock, the newly 
elected IOS Tour Director.

The morning visit on Sunday, 
October 7th  was to the Arboretum des 
Pouyouleix. This arboretum was cre-
ated by Béatrice Chassé, President 
of the International Oak Society, and 
Gérard Lionet in 2003. The arbore-
tum is located on a 25 hectare (60+ 

Allan Taylor
Q. rysophylla Weath. at the Arboretum de Chocha.  
(Photo: Allan Taylor)

acre) parcel of land with varying soils 
and topography. The climate here is 
generally mild, although erratic at 
times, and is roughly comparable to 
USDA zone 8.  There are many ma-
ture trees in the arboretum, including 
native oaks. The collection includes 
around 300 oak species.  Nearly all 
of the trees that have been planted are 
from wild-collected seed and were 
planted out very young. This young 
arboretum will be a real treasure 
for future generations as it matures 
throughout the years.    

About noon on Sunday we drove 
to the nearby village of Saint-Saud-
Lacossière, where a country festival 
and fair were taking place. It featured 
local products in a farmers market, 
local crafts, French country music, 
dancing, and an endless stream of 
mushroom omelettes and golden 
French fries. We all sat together at 
tables reserved for us inside a huge 
tent which served as the communal 
dining room. 

After this very filling lunch, we 
left the fair to visit a small private 
collection of trees in the nearby 
hamlet of Montagnac in the village 
of Saint-Saud. This small arboretum 
represents plantings of 140 species 
(many not oaks) which are personal 
favorites of the owner, a retired stock 
raiser. After the visit we were treated 
to a farewell cocktail in the courtyard 
of the country farmhouse. Music was 
provided by an accordionist who kept 
up a constant stream of traditional 
popular music from all over Europe. 

In the waning light of the after-
noon we snacked (as we couldn’t eat 
more, after the lunch we had had!) 
and visited among ourselves and 
with local dignitaries in attendance, 
including the mayor of Saint-Saud. 
There were lots of thanks to the host 
and to the organizers, tearful hugs, 
promises to keep in touch as strains 
of Auld Lang Syne filled the cool air 
of early evening. And so, after five 
exciting days, we went our separate 

View in the Landes. (Photo: Allan Taylor)
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It has been said that the only constant 
in life is change. Well, that is cer-
tainly true for your IOS Board. This 
year saw five long-standing Board 
members step down. Dirk Benoit, 
Rudy Light, Allan Taylor, Bill Hess 
and Guy Sternberg all said goodbye 
to the Board. Those remaining on the 
Board are Béatrice Chassé, Charles 
Snyers, Jim Hitz and Allen Coombes. 
Béatrice and Charles will remain 
as President and Vice-President re-
spectively and Allen will take over 
as Co-Editor of International Oaks 
along with Béatrice. Jim Hitz is mov-
ing from Secretary to Treasurer. That 
leaves four positions that are being 
filled with new Board members. Em-
ily Griswold is taking over as Mem-
bership Director and Shaun Haddock 
is the new Tour Director. Roderick 
Cameron is the International Editor 

La perle d’Aqutaine, the pearl of 
Aquitaine, is the nickname the 

French have given to the city of Bor-
deaux, and one can well imagine why, 
for its architectural beauty and urban 
design certainly merit comparison to a 
jewel.  The metaphor could refer also 
to the city’s geographical location, with 
the estuary of the Garonne River sug-
gesting the entrance to an oyster, the 
department of Gironde a giant shell and 
the city the gem in the center. Histori-
cally the city has served as a center of 
various human activities involving 

exchange, particularly in the 16th cen-
tury of the sugar and slave trade, and 
subsequently the center of the wine 
world. And during a few days on the 
cusp of September and October 2012, 
Bordeaux became the center of the oak 
world, as oak enthusiasts flocked to 
the city, like grains of sand drawn into 
an oyster, each providing a particle to 
form the pearl which was the Seventh 
Triennial International Oak Conference. 
Again, Bordeaux became a center of 
exchange, though in this case the goods 
traded were knowledge and insights 
relating to the genus Quercus and, of 
course, acorns. 

The International Oak Society 
lived up to its name, for these 90 oak 
enthusiasts came from areas extending 
far across the world: from as far west 
as California, as far south as Argentina, 

St. André Cathedral, Bordeaux, France.   
(Photo: Ryan Russell)

IOS Board for 
2012-2015

ways, some to Paris, some back to 
Bordeaux, all headed back home with 
wonderful memories.

Afterword
Future IOS conferences are go-

ing to have a difficult time matching 
this one, especially because of the 
richness of the associated tours.  I 
wouldn’t have missed the Seventh 
International Oak Society Conference 
and the two associated tours for any-
thing in the world, since they com-
bined so many things which fascinate 
me: trees, tree lore, science, good 
company, good food, and abundant 
international cultural experiences. 

Allan R. Taylor
Editor’s note: A full Post-Tour report 
by Allan Taylor will be featured in the 
upcoming Issue No. 24 of Interna-
tional Oaks.

The Seventh
International Oak 
Society 
Conference: 
Pearls & Acorns

and Ryan Russell is Editor of Oak 
News & Notes and Gert Fortgens is 
taking over as Secretary. We would 
like to thank the outgoing Board 
members for their unselfish contribu-
tions as well as thank the new Board 
members who have a lot of work 
ahead of them. 

Your IOS committees have also 
changed a bit. Here are the current 
members of the respective commit-
tees:

Editorial Committee:
Chair: Béatrice Chassé                                                                                              
Members: Allen Coombes, Rod-
erick Cameron, Charles Snyers 
d’Attenhoven, Ryan Russell

Taxonomy Committee:                                                                                          
Chair: Allen Coombes                  
Members: Eike Jablonski, Jean-Louis 
Hélardot, Ryan Russell

Finance Committee:                                                                                          
Chair: Jim Hitz                          
Members: Emily Griswold, Charles 
Snyers, Gert Fortgens

Tour Committee:                                                                                          
Chair: Shaun Haddock                                                                                             
Members: ad hoc

Newly formed Website Committee:
Chair: Charles Snyers d’Attenhoven
Members: Roderick Cameron, Emily 
Griswold

IOS members should keep in mind 
that they do not have to belong to the 
Board to belong to a committee. If 
you feel that you could be of service, 
contact the chair of that respective 
committee for more information.

m  m  m
Ryan Russell
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Unfinished barrels at the Tonnellerie Nadalié.     
(Photo: Ryan Russell)

as far north as Finland and as far east 
as Shanghai. Eighteen countries and ten 
languages were represented, and con-
versations in many of these languages 
could be heard on the bus rides and 
during the coffee breaks.

The conference kicked off with a 
Welcome Cocktail on the evening of 
September 29th at the Espace Agora in 
the Domaine du Haut Carré, the setting 
where the conference would take place 
over the following three days. The Es-
pace Agora functioned as an excellent 
venue, both structurally and aesthetical-
ly, easily accessible from our downtown 
hotels by a short tram ride. Built as a 
convent in 1957 by the congregation of 
the Sainte-Famille of Bordeaux, with 
austere white walls reminiscent of Cis-
tercian monasteries, the Espace Agora 
is now the property of the University 
of Bordeaux. It has been converted 
to serve as a conference center; and it 
served us well. Lunch was taken in the 
refectory, extending in true French style 
to four or even five courses. Our coffee 
breaks and the famed seed exchange 
were held in a hall across the cloisters. 
And for an auditorium we sat in the 
former chapel, featuring 24 impressive 
stained glass windows by Gabriel Loire 
centered around the theme of travel—an 

appropriate topic for the congregation 
of quercophiles who gathered from dis-
tant lands to listen to the gospel of the 
oak.

In this case the gospel took the 
shape of 21 presentations on a wide 
variety of topics, from cutting-edge 
science to photographic safaris; from 
latest oak cultivars to the effects of cli-
mate change on oak populations. They 
were presented by professionals, ama-
teurs, botanists, collectors, professors 
and researchers, who offered an endless 
list of enticing terms: supramolecular 
chemistry, anthropic pressure, coppice 
systems, gene flow, nothotaxa, haplo-
types, trichomes, clades, mycorrhizal 
fungus, phyllotaxis, refugia, art/science 
fusion, Moran effect, pollard, agro-
forestry, humic acid, orthotropism, pla-
giotropism… All delivered in English, 
French or Spanish and made available 
in simultaneous translation in English 
and French. You can look forward to 
transcripts of the presentations in the 
upcoming Issue No.24 of International 
Oaks.

The conference included two field 
trips, each taking up half a day. On the 
afternoon of the first day of presenta-
tions, a short bus ride took us to the 
village of Pierroton where we visited 
a research site of the French National 
Institute for Agricultural Research 
(INRA). We were welcomed by confer-
ence Host Antoine Kremer and two of 
his colleagues: Jean-Michel Carnus, 
who gave a general introduction to 
INRA and the local research station, 
and Marie-Laure Loustau, who pro-
vided some insights on the research 
conducted by BIOGECO, the labora-
tory that functions at INRA Pierroton. 
Incidentally, this is where the Quercus 

robur L. genome is currently being 
sequenced and is nearly completed! 
We then went on a tour of the facility, 
guided by Antoine Kremer and Alexis 
Ducousso, to see oak trials where dif-
ferent species are being tested for their 
adaptability to local conditions, and the 
experiments currently being carried out 
with breeding of Q. robur  and Q. pe-
traea (Matt.) Liebl. Although this kind 
of selection had been carried out in the 
1960’s with the objective of producing 
superior timber and using propagation 
based on epicormic shoots, it had been 
discontinued due to lack of interest on 
the part of foresters. Currently INRA 
uses hybridization through controlled 
pollination and propagation of cuttings 
for the detection of adaptive traits and 
of QTL (quantitative trait loci) for use 
in genetic studies. We were able to see 
how pollen was injected into a bag that 
completely covered a tree, using equip-
ment specifically built at INRA for that 
purpose, and how cuttings were potted 
in plastic tents under a continuous fine 
mist to promote rooting.

The second field trip was a visit to 
a cooperage not far from Bordeaux, the 
Tonnellerie Nadalié, where we were 
shown how the oak barrels used to age 
wine are made. We followed the whole 
process, beginning with the stacks 

Antoine Kremer demonstrating controlled pol-
lination techniques.  (Photo: Ryan Russell)

Place de la Bourse looking across the Miroir 
d’Eau. (Photo: Ryan Russell)

Q. ilex L. in a jardin public, Bordeaux, France. 
(Photo: Ryan Russell)

Pont de Pierre over the Garonne River commis-
sioned by Napoleon I in 1819. 
(Photo: Tammie Russell)
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Q. pubescens, St. Sardos, near Aboretum de la 
Bergerette.  (Photo: Guy Sternberg)

m  m  m
Roderick Cameron

    uercus pubescens Willd. is a spe-
cies with a wide native range, 

found across the European continent, 
from Portugal to Lebanon and from 
Russia into Southern Germany. This 
oak takes its name from the Latin 
epithet pubescens, meaning covered 
with soft short hairs, due to the hair 
growth that characterizes this species. 
However, these hairs, which represent 
the primary identifying feature of this 
oak, may vary from one population 
to another and depend on the stage of 
the growth cycle at which stems and 
leaves are observed. The hairs that 
give the whitish appearance in the 
spring gave rise to the French local 
name chêne blanc. 

Quercus pubescens is a species of 
the plains and mountains up to 1,400 
m (4,593') altitude in France (1,700 
m [5,577'] in southern and eastern 
Europe) and is not very demanding in 
terms of pH and soil structure. It oc-
curs on shales, marls, sands, silts and 
calcareous sites. However, it is clear 
that when grown in deep alluvial soils 
it can reach more than respectable di-
mensions. 

This species does not like satu-
rated soils and shows good tolerance 
to low humidity and dry summer con-
ditions, as is evidenced by its growth 

of staves being air-cured, continuing 
through the factory where the staves 
are planed, bent into shape and held 
in place by iron hoops. The insides of 
the barrels are charred to add a toasted 
flavor to wine, and this is done by 
placing a burner inside each partially 
constructed barrel. We watched as 
skilled craftsmen hammered the hoops 
to squeeze the staves together to form a 
perfect seal, put the round top and base 
in place, and made the bung hole in 
the side. Two oak species from French 
forests are favored for aging wine: 
Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl. and Q. 
robur L. A third species, Q. alba L. is 
imported from North America. For oak 
enthusiasts accustomed to appreciat-
ing these great trees through sight and 
touch, it was stimulating to see how 
they could be transformed so that their 
qualities could be appreciated through 
the sense of taste. 

Another highlight of the Seventh 
IOS Conference was the Gala Din-
ner held on October 2nd at the Château 
Carbonnieux, a winery just south of 
Bordeaux that dates back to medieval 
times. The charming setting, excellent 
food and jovial company (i.e. confer-
ence participants and spouses), all con-
tributed to a memorable evening. The 
dinner closed with the presentation of 
the IOS Service Awards, presented to 
persons who have devoted significant 
efforts to the genus Quercus and/or the 
advancement of the goals of the IOS. 
There are two awards: the Lifetime 
Service Award (LTSA), for which a 
candidate must be retired from his/her 
formal career, and the Special Service 
Award (SSA), which does not require 
candidates to be retired. 

On this occasion, the LTSA was 
presented to:

•	Michael Heathcoat Amory, who for 
over 35 years has collected oaks at 
Chevithorne Barton, creating one 
of the two National Collections of 
Quercus in the United Kingdom.

•	William J. Hess, an active member 
since 1994, has contributed many 
papers to the Journal, described 
and named Q. acerifolia (E. J. 
Palmer) Stoynoff & Hess and served 
for many years as IOS treasurer. 

•	Bob Berry, owner of Hackfalls 
Arboretum, one of New Zealand’s 
premier arboreta and the best 
oak collection in the Southern 
Hemisphere, specializing in 
Mexican oaks.

•	Dorothy Holley, IOS Board member 
from 2000 to 2006, responsible for 
maintaining the IOS herbarium lo-
cated at Sir Harold Hillier Gardens 
and organizer of the 4th IOS 
Triennial Conference.

•	Allan Taylor, a long-standing IOS 
member and Board Member, 
Editor of Oak News & Notes from 
2009 to 2012.

The SSA was received by:

•	Doug McCreary, who served sev-
eral terms on the IOS Board, was 
Editor of Oak News & Notes for 
many years and simultaneously ed-
ited International Oaks for a time.

As is tradition, the conference con-
cluded with a seed exchange, where an 
estimated 270 bags containing about 
2000 acorns from approximately 70 dif-
ferent oak taxa, including species and 
hybrids, were up for grabs. They were 
eagerly sought by participants who 
would be taking them back to different 
corners of the world, to germinate and 
cherish. And so the pearl dissolved, as 
conference participants dispersed, some 
back home, others on the Post-Con-
ference Tour, taking with them their 
acorns, their memories of three oak-
rich days and their eager expectations 
of the 2015 conference at The Morton 
Arboretum. 

Vineyards in the Aquitaine countryside. 
(Photo: Ryan Russell)

Q
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How to correctly identify Q. pubes-
cens and separate it from Q. petraea 

Observation should take place in 
spring during the first weeks after bud 
break and again in fall during fruiting. 
In spring, the newly formed buds and 
leaves of Q. pubescens are tomentose, 
white or pinkish-white in color. Q. 
petraea has leaves and buds that are 
hairless (or with very discrete hairs on 
midrib), glabrous and yellowish-green 
or reddish.

At the end of the growing season, 
we can also observe the same mor-
phological characteristics as in spring, 
but be careful as oaks are usually 
polycyclic and if leaves sprout in the 
second half of summer, it is like ob-
serving a spring shoot again. In fall, Q. 
petraea will have glabrous leaves and 
stems. With Q. pubescens, the stems 
will have certainly lost much of their 
pubescence, but are usually always at 
least a little bit hairy. However, it can 
happen that these shoots are glabrous, 
in which case the leaves must be ob-
served. Q. pubescens may be smooth, 
or nearly so on the adaxial face, but 
the abaxial face is always hairy al-
though the hairs may not persist on the 
veins and the base of the main rib. The 
presence of hairs on twigs in winter as 
well as marcescent leaves also helps 
identify the pubescent oak. Bear in 
mind that as we move further north 

in the range, 
the quantity of 
hairs decrease 
at the end of the 
growing sea-
son!

m  

Thierry 
Lamant

“We are excited to announce 
that The Morton Arboretum 

in Lisle, Illinois will host the next Inter-
national Oak Society Conference Octo-
ber 18 through 21 of 2015. The meeting 
will be particularly meaningful, as it 
commemorates the 20th anniversary 
of the IOS, which held the inaugural 
meeting at the Arboretum in 1994. 

October 2015 may seem like a long 
time away, but in anticipation of the 
work to be done, we’ve already started 
the planning process. The conference 
programs will reflect the region’s keen 
interest in oaks, including: current 
research on oak phylogeny, forest ecol-
ogy, biodiversity and conservation; 
selection and propagation of superior 
cultivars; cultivation; pests and dis-
eases; and of course stellar field trips to 
observe oaks both in garden and wild 
settings. 

Guy Sternberg, planning commit-
tee member, has already been sending 
us scouting reports from the Ozarks 
on oak species diversity of the region. 
Participants will get to experience the 
tremendous diversity of hardwood spe-
cies, particularly oak species, occurring 
in a variety of natural habitats, and we 
expect the Ozark region to be a confer-
ence tour highlight.

More detailed information will be 
distributed as we move along with the 
planning. In the meantime, mark your 
calendars for October 18 to 21, 2015 in 
Lisle, Illinois, U.S.A., and start mark-
ing trees for acorn collecting!” 

2015 Conference
Announcement

Mark your 

calendars now!

October 18-21, 2015 

at Morton Arboretum

Lisle, Illinois

in the Causses of the Massif Central in 
France. 

Its wood is pale yellow and its 
sapwood not always clearly visible. 
The trunk is often crooked and it is 
rarely used except as firewood, sleep-
ers (railway ties), or to provide char-
coal. Among its many cultural uses, its 
acorns are used (historically and cur-
rently) for livestock fodder, including 
pigs in Italy, and it is a favored species 
for the production of truffles. 

This oak is generally divided into 
two subspecies: Q. pubescens Willd. 
subsp. pubescens and Q. pubescens 
subsp. crispata (Steven) Greuter & 
Burde, but others have been described. 
This species has been known by the 
synonyms Q. lanuginosa Thuill. and  
Q. virgiliana Ten. There are three 
well-known cultivars of Q. pubescens 
(‘Miggaziana’, ‘Aydin’ and ‘Dissecta’) 
and many known hybrids which can 
be found on oaknames.org. In Leba-
non, hybrids with Q. cerris produce 
Q. ×kotschyana O. Schwarz (although 
this could be a cross with its oriental 
form Q. pubescens subsp. crispata). 
Elsewhere, it can hybridize with a 
complex of species including any Eu-
ropean white oak and it is frequent to 
find hybrids in the north of its range 
with Quercus petraea (Matt.) Liebl. 
and Q. robur L. 

Le chêne de Murs, Vaucluse, France.  (Photo: Jean-Luc Metteey)

Kunso Kim
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Allan Taylor is a proud, long-stand-
ing member of the International 

Oak Society, having joined at the very 
beginning. He was elected to the IOS 
Board in 2009, and served as editor of 
Oak News & Notes from 2009-12. This 
was a gratifying experience because 
it kept him in touch with the direction 
of the Society and it gave him the op-
portunity to write articles about his 
interests as well as the interests of other 
members. Allan says that his time as 
a member of the IOS has been a “con-
tinuous source of inspiration” and has 
put him and kept him in touch with oth-
ers of similar interests.  Allan received 
a Lifetime Service Award at the 7th Tri-
ennial Conference in Bordeaux for his 
service to the society. 

A lifelong resident of Colorado, the 
only extended amount of time he spent 
away from the Centennial State were 
the three years he spent in the military, 
and four years during his graduate 
study. Allan has travelled extensively 
throughout the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, Europe and the Far East, but 
despite enjoying these travels immense-
ly, he always returns with a greater ap-
preciation of what his home state has 
to offer. 

Allan Taylor. (Photo: John Sooklaris)

Allan Taylor, Colorado, USA
In September 2012, the IOS launched 

its new website. In less than two 
months’ time, six individuals have reg-
istered and become new members of the 
Society all online. This confirms that the 
website is a powerful tool for communi-
cation. Our previous website had many 
features allowing members to input vari-
ous content to the site, but hardly anyone 
ever did. Therefore, we standardized and 
simplified the website to make it both 
easier to use and to upgrade in the future. 
Members can still post comments (though 
this option is not available to unregistered 
visitors). 

Most of the information on the 
website is now accessible to all, without 
having to log in. However, the IOS Board 
felt that for privacy reasons we could 
not make our membership data available 
to everybody on the Internet. This is the 
main reason we have kept the username/
password authentication procedure. Only 
members have access to the Membership 
Directory. Please note that the Member-
ship Directory will no longer be printed 
and mailed to members. The online Mem-
bership Directory is more secure than a 
printed document and can be accessed, 
by members and non-members alike; and 
is obviously more up-to-date than any 
printed document, however punctually it 
is published.  

The most significant changes to the 
website will hardly be visible to most 
of you in that they concern the manage-
ment of your Society.  One change that 
will be visible is that membership can be 
renewed online and member dues paid 
online via PayPal. This improvement 
implies savings to the Society in that 
renewal letters do not have to be printed, 
enveloped and posted. Those of you 
whose memberships expired end 2012 
will have already remarked that your re-
newal notice has been sent to your e-mail 
address. An additional advantage to this 
system is that within less than 24 hours 
of this e-mail being sent, 9 members had 
renewed and paid their dues, requiring no 
intervention by the treasurer or the mem-
bership director.

We have thus moved membership 
management online and, as it automates 
some of the procedures, this will facilitate 
the way the membership director and the 
treasurer (as well as the rest of the IOS 
Board) manage our membership. It will 
also help guarantee continuity and ease of 
transition when Board members change.

About 250 of you had created an ac-
count on the previous website and these 
user accounts were migrated to the new 
site. However, it has not been possible to 
migrate the passwords. Therefore, to log 
on to the new website, if you had already 
created an account on the old site, you 
need to request a new password that will 
be sent to the e-mail address you input. 
To do this, click on ‘New Password’ in 
the upper right-hand corner of the home 
page. Once you have logged on with your 
new password, your membership data 
will be retrieved automatically provided 
that you use the same e-mail address as 
the one which is on file for you. 

For those members who have never 
created an account, you must simply click 
on ‘Create an Account’. Your member-
ship data will be retrieved automatical-
ly—again provided that you use the same 
e-mail address as the one on file. 

Vice-President, 
Website Administrator

Editor’s note: Many of our members 
have elected to receive emailed versions 
of this newsletter. Others have not for 
a variety of reasons. We would like to 
encourage everyone to consider this op-
tion. There are a few members who do 
not have emails on file, or have not sent 
their current email address, so if possible, 
please send an email to postmaster@in-
ternationaloaksociety.org and we will up-
date your information. If you cannot reply 
electronically, please see Points of Con-
tact on page 12 for mailing addresses. 
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ance, make Q. ×undulata selections a 
very attractive landscape addition in 
most areas of his region where winters 
can be severe and summers hot and dry. 

Over his many years of observing 
Q. ×undulata and its parent species, 
Allan has made around 60 selections. 
He is most interested in leaf shape and 
color and whether the plant has attrac-
tive fall color. Most individuals of the 
complex have lobed leaves, inherited 
from the Q. gambelii parent, but most 
of the lobes are pointed, likely inher-
ited from Q. turbinella Greene which 
also happens to be evergreen. Hence, 
many Q. ×undulata have blue, holly-
like evergreen leaves which are a very 
desirable trait for a region with very 
few broad-leaved evergreen plants. A 
number of Allan’s selections are now 
under evaluation at Heri-
tage Seedlings, in Salem, 
Oregon. After the evalu-
ation, many (at least 10) 
will be offered for sale 
through the nursery trade. 
Fellow IOS member Dirk 
Benoit also offers several 
of Allan’s selections in 
Europe through his Pa-
via Nursery in Deerlijk, 
Belgium. These selec-
tions should constitute 
a major contribution to 
the plant palette for areas 
with hot dry summers 
and cold dry winters.  Al-

lan is reluctant to name 
a favorite (“they’re all 
my favorites” he says), 
but if forced to choose 
he would pick a selection 
which he named ‘Dolores 
River’.  This small tree, 
to 18' tall (5m), has wide 
blue, holly-like leaves 
and is likely an F

2
 hy-

brid of Q. gambelii  and 
Q. turbinella.  Strongly 
favoring its Q. turbi-
nella parent, it grows as 
a clump at 4,800' (1,463 
m) as in the beautiful 
red-rock country of the 

Dolores River Canyon, in Montrose 
County Colorado, on the eastern edge 
of the Colorado Plateau. “This is truly 
a unique tree!” says Allan, “A once in a 
lifetime discovery.”

Having seen a few of the parent 
trees of Allan’s selections and now 
growing a couple myself in central 
Missouri, I can say that they are out-
standing. Allan has a wealth of knowl-
edge and a great eye when it comes to 
selecting attractive oaks. This publica-
tion certainly benefitted from his lead-
ership and eye for detail and we hope 
that he can be coaxed out of “retire-
ment” someday soon.

 

Allan’s professional career was 
spent in academia, working as a linguist 
at the University of Colorado where he 
was a faculty member for more than 
thirty years. He specialized in the study 
of Native American languages formerly 
spoken throughout the Great Plains and 
Southwest of the United States. Study 
of these languages often took Allan to 
reservations in different western Ameri-
can states, and his work there was al-
ways enhanced by exploring local flora, 
which sometimes included oaks. 

Allan first became interested in 
oaks over fifty years ago when he 
learned that Colorado is home to a 
couple of interesting populations of 
hybrid oaks. These hybrid popula-
tions are made up of the native Rocky 
Mountain Oak, Quercus gambelii Nutt. 
and a few other oak species found in 
the Middle West and Southwest of the 
United States. Over the years, Allan has 
visited most of the parts of the state that 
are home to these hybrid populations. It 
has become a great source of pleasure 
for Allan to compare and document the 
morphologies of these hybrids. Since 
these hybrids draw from more than one 
genome, there are an infinite number 
of possible combinations in genetic 
makeup which guarantees that there is 
enormous variation between individu-
als.  These differences include all parts 
of the plant’s physiology: growth habit 
and rate, stature, bark type, type and 
structure of leaves, frost hardiness, 
drought tolerance, fruit morphology as 
well as traits such as deciduous or ev-
ergreen habit, bloom time, presence of 
fall color and timing of leaf drop. 

Allan’s favorite oaks belong to the 
complex known as Quercus ×undu-
lata Torr. (syn. Q. ×pauciloba Rydb.), 
which is the result of hybridization of 
no less than seven oak species. Most 
individuals in this complex are more 
shrub-like than tree-like, but in this 
case he says “size does not matter!” 
Whether a low shrub or a medium sized 
tree, there is more than enough variety 
in this complex to keep a researcher 
busy for a lifetime. The morphological 
variation, combined with the consider-
able frost hardiness and drought tole-

Quercus ×undulata ‘Dolores River’. (Photo: Allan Taylor)

Quercus ×undulata ‘Dolores River’. (Photo: Allan Taylor)
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At the November 2011 IOS board 
meeting, it was decided that 

going forward Oak News & Notes 
would feature two editors. Roderick 
Cameron and I have taken the reins 
as Editor and International Editor 
respectively from the able hands of 
Allan Taylor who did an outstanding 
job and moved this newsletter for-
ward with his ingenuity and fantastic 
reporting. Roderick and I will strive 
to produce the most interesting and 
informative newsletter possible. 

A quick word about us   

Roderick Cameron has taken an 
unconventional route to the IOS. His 
father became a member in the early 
days of the IOS and started collecting 
oaks in 1994 on his Argentine home-
stead. He attended every IOS confer-
ence from 1997 until his untimely 
death in 2008. Having no previous 
experience with taxonomy, botany, or 
even gardening, Roderick found him-
self in charge of an impressive collec-
tion of trees that included many oak 
taxa. Roderick himself then joined 
the IOS and feverously began study-
ing and visiting IOS members and 
arboreta to try to learn as fast as he 

could.  He says that what at first was 
simply an effort to keep his father’s 
collection alive soon became a full-
fledged addiction.  Roderick became 
hooked on oaks and even made a trip 
to Nuevo León, Mexico to see some 
rare oaks in their natural environ-
ments. He says, “I was soon contact-
ing the nurseries I found mentioned in 
my father’s notes, badgering relatives 
who were travelling from Europe to 
bring out seedlings, having acorns 
shipped across countless degrees of 
latitude and longitude, learning the 
hard way how to allow an acorn to 
germinate, how to keep a seedling 
alive and how to recall what its name 
was if by chance it did.” He has even 
planned business trips and family 
holidays with chances to visit oaks 
and oak collections in mind. Roderick 
studied at Edinburgh, Scotland and 
the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill. His professional back-
ground includes theater and finance, 
once again demonstrating the wide 
ranging backgrounds of our members. 
Roderick was nominated by a couple 
of fellow IOS members to join the 
board after showing great enthusiasm 
about the IOS. Roderick is the In-
ternational Editor of this publication 
with the main duty of highlighting 
non-North American species, mem-
bers and news.

I too, have been accused of rout-
ing family vacations as well as busi-
ness trips around visiting oaks or 
collecting acorns or scion wood. I 
first learned of the IOS in 2007 or so, 
but did not really become involved 
until 2009 when I went to Starhill 
Forest Arboretum at the urging of 
longtime IOS member Dr. Mark 
Coggeshall. I think it was Mark’s 
idea to pawn the crazy oak guy with 
all my questions off on to the origi-
nal crazy oak “Guy” (Starhill Forest 
Arboretum founder Guy Sternberg). 

I began helping log information onto 
the (old) IOS website and then started 
helping collect herbarium samples 
for North American cultivars of oaks, 
which I still do. 

I am an International Society of 
Arboriculture Certified Arborist and 
work as the Horticulturist for the City 
of Columbia, Missouri. At home I am 
currently growing around 180 differ-
ent species, hybrids and cultivars of 
oaks with many more planned for the 
future. Like Roderick, my education 
background is not horticulture based 
either, as I have a degree in business 
management. A collector at heart, I 
love propagating and growing oaks 
as well as sharing with others. I have 
met many kind, like-minded people 
through the IOS and I have learned so 
much from being associated with this 
group. It is my goal to carry on with 
the great reporting of this publication 
so that we can all come to learn about 
and from each other as we learn about 
and from our awesome oaks.

Roderick Cameron, International Editor, Oak 
News & Notes.

Ryan Russell, Editor, Oak News & Notes.
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Council Oak Receives Historic Place Designation
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Ryan Russell

The historic tree known as the 
“Council Oak” is an icon known 

well among the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. This tree has long served the 
Seminole people as a site for impor-
tant meetings and celebrations. It was 
nominated by the Tribe for inclusion 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places (operated by the United States 
National Parks Service) in November of 
2012, and was approved in December.  
Long ago, this Quercus virginiana Mill. 
became the preferred spot for Tribal 
functions as its huge canopy gave the 
shade needed to accommodate a large 
gathering.  

The Council Oak is located in 
what was part of a Seminole settlement 
known as Big City Island, inhabited as 
early as 1828. The Dania Reservation 
(now called Hollywood) was established 
in 1928 and became the headquarters for 
the Seminole Agency thereafter because 
of its central location for the widespread 
camps. Numerous hardships followed 
in the 1930’s into the early 1950’s, but 
in 1957 Rex Quinn from the Office of 
Indian Affairs (United States Depart-
ment of the Interior) met with Seminole 
leaders under the Council Oak. At this 
meeting Tribal leaders appointed a con-
stitutional committee, drafted a constitu-
tion and a charter.  The 50th anniversary 
of this important event was celebrated 
under the old oak in 2007. 

The exact age of this monarch is 
unknown since no core samples have 
been taken, but its size alone hints at its 
age. This tree has withstood centuries of 
Florida weather and human interference, 
namely construction, as buildings and 
parking lots now surround it, but ap-
pears to have aged well despite this. The 
old oak is healthy in appearance and is 
well cared for by local arborists, says 
Carrie Dilley, Seminole Tribe Archi-
tectural Historian. Recently, thanks to 
a parking lot renovation (a bit ironic?), 
the area surrounding the Council Oak 
was removed of hardscape, mulched 
and replanted with native plants. Great 
care was taken during this process so no 
damage was done to the roots.  

“Council Oak” Quercus virginiana Mill. (Photo: Carrie Dilley)

Criteria for consid-
eration into the National 
Historic Place register 
include age, integrity, and 
significance. A historic 
place must be at least 50 
years old, appear much 
as it did in the past, and 
be historically important. 
This monarch is quali-
fied in each category, and 
although a Historic Place 
designation carries no 
legal protection against 
damage, it may help 
preserve this tree for another century. 
Hopefully this oak will continue to in-
spire all who stand under its wide arch-
ing branches and provide a link to the 
past for the Seminole people. 

 

Editor’s note: When searching for 
“Council Oak” one will find there have 
been, and currently are, more than one 
tree that carries this local designation. 

Old, venerable oaks have been used 
for centuries throughout the country 
as meeting and ceremonial locations. 
Hopefully more of these specimens will 
be preserved in this manner for future 
generations to gather around and enjoy. 
For more information about the Council 
Oak or the Seminole Tribe of Florida go 
to www.semtribe.com

Treasurer:
James Hitz
112 N. Barker Court
Valparaiso, IN 46385 USA
Tel:  219-531-2827
E-mail:  jehitz@frontier.com                           
    
Submittals for the Newsletter:
Ryan Russell, Editor 
Oak News & Notes
4917 Co. Rd. 343
Fulton, MO 65251
E-mail: russellry76@yahoo.com

Roderick Cameron, International Editor
Oak News & Notes
Arq. Américo Ilaria 6615
Montevideo, Uruguay
E-mail: roderickcameron66@gmail.com        
                                                                   


