






























































crown even as a young tree. It seems to become no more than forty to sixty feet tall in
our area, though it gets much larger in other areas. Here it sometimes develops a die-
back of the top limbs. Its small leaves have rounded lobes, and sometimes a bluish cast.

English oaks are relatively easy to transplant and may be found at some of the
nurseries of this region. Itiseasily grown from the very large and sometimes prolifically
produced acorns.

Quercus rubra, Northern Red Qak

Northernred oak is native to the eastern and central United States and is found
in our local woodlands. Itis an attractive tree with large, glossy leaves with sharp-tipped
lobes. It grows moderately rapidly, developing a straight trunk with branches that
usually extend somewhat upward. Like white oak, it suffers when forests are drastically
modified with the construction of homes. Unlike white oak, it is more commonly seen
as a planted shade tree.

Northern red oak can be transplanted rather easily and is generally available
from nurseries. Itis easily damaged by drought whenitis young. and it does not compete
with grass as well as do most shade trees. It requires ample space for the horizontal
spreading of its root system and its crown, as it becomes quite large, sometimes as tall
as seventy-five feet or more. It is easily grown from acorns that have been in sealed
containers under refrigeration for planting in spring.

O01Though an established practice for many years, arborists and horticulturist are shifting
their practices o maintain as much of the crown as possible. When transplanted dormant,
much of the tree's carbohydrate sources are stored in the buds. By reducing the crown ratio
and pruning limbs, the energy levels of the tree is greatly reduced: and hence, the survival
through transplant shock is subsequently reduced.

THE BIGGEST BUR OAK
by Deborah Gangloff
from American Forests, January/February 1991

This bur oak has reigned as champ since 1980, when it was nominated by
Owen H. Robinson, now a retired district forester for Kentucky's Division of Forestry.
It stands near a pond on the 1,140-acre Indian Creek Farm, a horse, hay, and tobacco
operation near Paris, Kentucky.

According to Shackenford "Shack" Parrish, when members of the Parrish and
Hancock families and their British partners first viewed the farm for possible purchase,
the troupe tried to stretch their arms around the mighty oak. They couldn't.

Although this stately tree has suffered the indignities of lightning strikes a few
times in its long life, it has held its own among the bur oaks. The tree is a symbol of the
farm and is shown on its stationery and work hats.

Twenty seedlings transplanted from the shade of the champ to one of several
wild areas on the farm were killed by frost last year. The owners are determined to try
again to preserve the progeny of this nationally renowned oak.
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Quercus macrocarpa:

The Consummate Tree of the Nearctic Savanna
by Guy Sternberg,,Starhill Forest, Petersburg, Illinois

Savanna communities are, by definition, transitional habitats comprising
both forest and prairie species. The predominate forest canopy tree species which
visually and biologically rules savannas throughout the Tallgrass Prairie Region of
midwestern North America is the versatile Bur Oak, Quercus macrocarpa Michx.

A unique combination of physiological and morphological characteristics
gives this tree, a classic ecological generalist of many climatic and edaphic zones, the
ability of a specialist to thrive under savanna conditions where almost no other
temperate forest tree can exist. This species is arguably the most important single biotic
factor in the molding of a savanna community.

An insight into the capability of the bur oak to adapt to tallgrass savanna
conditions is presented, toward a better understanding of suitable techniques for
management and restoration of these vanishing natural systems.

Introduction

The deciduous forest of eastern North America is adynamic, but morphologi-
cally stable, ecosystem. The prairie of the upper Midwest is stable, too, as a disclimax
maintained by environmental forces. But the transition between them -- the oak savanna
-- is war. Woody plants attack from the East, with their ally, shade; herbaceous plants
counter-attack from the West, with their own allies of drought, wind, fire, and lightning.
And so the battle persisted for millennia, ebbing and flowing with every subtle climate
shift and every stochastic local environmental anomaly, from Manitoba to Texas.

Recently. it seems that the herbaceous plants have been losing. due to human
interference with natural systems of balance. Restoration scientists understandably are
rushing forward to apply their craft in behalf of the vanishing herbaceous understory.
But the savanna could still exist without any single plant species, except for one: the bur
oak, with a little help from some of its co-generic counterparts, is the sole element that
defines our oak savannas, and creates the conditions that make them what they are.

How much thought do most of us give to the management of the oak resource,
other than as an increaser to be beatenback? Have we considered the long-term welfare
of this strategic element?



Bur Oak Influences

When the first European settlers advanced into the prairie, looking for new
lives, they naturally sought the open oak groves, which they called "oak openings™ or
"scattering timber." The bur oaks trees they found there furnished shade, shelter from
wind, building materials, fuel, and forage for livestock. These trees also offered a
psychological connection to more familiar forest environments, since bur oaks, and
oaks in general, had been dominant components of forests back in the Ohio Valley.
Perhaps they even appealed to human genetic memories of the supposed savanna origins
of the human species. ’

But the oaks provided more than wood, shade, andhomey comfort. They gave
the savanna structure; they were its bones. The inclusion of scattered oaks in the
tallgrass prairie created the major source of diversity in areas devoid of streams,
potholes, or topographic breaks. The oaks nurtured obscure organisms like bullet galls,
and spectacular ones like the giant silkmoths. They furnished roosting and nesting sites,
browse, and mast for tree-dwelling birds and mammals. They modified their own
micro-environments to the benefit of the grasses like Chasmanthium and Elymus,-and
forbs like Polygonanum and Zizia.

When they died, the oaks became hunting perches for hawks, and dens and
forage for woodpeckers. They served as carbon sinks and sources of lignin, and as they
fell, they sheltered amphibians, and supported the fungi and other recyclers that
expanded and renewed the food chain. Sometimes the bur oaks were joined or replaced
on good upland soils by white oak (Q. alba L.), on dry or calcareous soils by chinkapin
oak (Q. muehlenbergii Englem.), on wet soils by swamp white oak (Q. bicolor Willd.),
and on poor soils by black oak (Q. vellutina Lam.) or post oak (Q. stellara Wang.) or
others. But bur oak was the principal tree in most of the upper Midwest savannas. and
the predominant biological and visual force which shaped them.

The Unique Adaptability of Bur Oak

Conventional wisdom sometimes holds that the oak components of our
savannas existed mostly as relics of forest, persisting temporarily in the face of the
advancing prairie. This certainly could be true in some areas. but the special ability of
bur oak to colonize the prairie should not be overlooked. This capability is due toseveral
morphological and physiological tendencies which combine to make bur oak resistant
to, and tolerant of, the forces which created and maintained the prairie.

Bur oak acorns are different from those of most other oaks in that they
frequently are more than 50% enclosed by the cupules, or caps, that develop from the
floralinvolucre. This can cause them to fall with the caps still attached. and those which
happened to lodge "nose down" in the savanna could be held in that position by the
unique broad fringe. The oak embryo. thus broughtintodirect soil contact by its inverted
position and protected from light autumnal fires by the thick, woody cap, would
germinate that same autumn, sending its radicle deep into the soil during the fall rains.
The root would continue to grow, fed by the large cotyledons, until the soil froze. The
following spring, the plumule would emerge, while the tap root continued to deepen,
racing against the onsct of summer drought and the competition of other plants.
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These acorns arc sweet, and attractive to wildlife. Jays and woodpeckers
would carry them away, occasionally dropping one into a favorable seedbed, potentially
starting a new grove. Fox squirrels would venture more than 100m into open territory
from their secure oak dens, planting hundreds of acorns and retrieving. perhaps. a few
less, thus helping to expand existing groves. Large mammals (chiefly bison) would
track from grove to grove, tearing apart the prairie grass in their wallows; bur oak acorns
occasionally could have become established in the open, moist seedbeds of abandoned
wallows.

The new seedlings which resulted were susceptible to top-kill by fires, like all
woody plants. The roots would continue to deepen and thicken, forming "grubs" from
which vigorous new sprouts would arise after each fire. But most trees could not
develop beyond the root-grub stage as long as annual. or frequent, fires burned through
them. However, in a forest-prairie landscape econtone measuring some 2500km from
north to south, occasional opportunities obviously existed for a few oak seedlings or
sprouts to develop for adecade or two without significant damage from fire. This might
occur downwind from a stream. or along a topographic break, or near a bison wallow,
or even behind a rock. or an old log. or the carcass of a large animal.

Once this happened. the saplings quickly became among the most fire-
resistant of all temperate-zone trees. The thick bark. which had begun to develop as
early as the second year. provided the trunks with ample protection from most grass
fires. and the crowns became elevated above the flames' reach as the trees grew. Then,
as the dense foliage began to spread and shade out the most flammable tall grasses. and
as large mammals began to mat down the remaining herbaceous understory in their
quest forshade, the local fuel load was reduced and the trees had strengthened their hold.

Bur oak gaincd great advantage from its variability. Populations. and
individuals within populations. are notoriously heterogeneous. There are many intro-
gressive populations with hybrid ancestry involving other species within oak subgenus
Lepidobalanus: some "bur oak" populations arc hybrid swarms, adapted to niches
intermediate between those preferred by cither parent species. In such situations. each
parent confers a specific advantage. and the heterosis which can result from their
combination could allow the progeny to achieve a fire-resistant size very quickly.



In wet decades or in sheltered areas, where the fires were patchy, oak
reproduction could advance. Then, indry, fire-prone periods, the trees dug in, and some
survived. The long lifespan of bur oak enables individual trees to bridge two or three
centuries, waiting for the next climate cycle or local anomaly favorable to recruitment.
Those that could escape lightning, wind, and the occasional firestorm that might breach
their formidable cortical defense would be ready to reproduce in better times. Old bur
oaks frequently are the only presettlement savanna organisms which have survived our
human army of occupation. Within their layers of annual growth are contained the
chronicles of our invasion and conquest of the West. Some of the oldest of these trees
witnessed the passing of the baton from the Native American race to the encroaching
Europeans.

They tend not to reveal such information, though, nor even whether or not
they are old enough to possess it, to the casual observer. Stem diameter, in the absence

of otherdata, unfortunately is not a reliable indicator of individual tree age. Many really
big trees are relatively young, having benefited from ideal growing conditions under
passive human land management. Sometimes their juvenile branching patterns and
youthful symmetry will suggest their limited age to the experienced eye. But only by
including observations of the relative maturity of crown form, the productivity of the
site, the known growth rates and ages of fallen neighbors, and some increment core data.
can we make more reliable estimates of which trees might be "original" presettlement
relics, or perhaps even pre-Columbian.

Large old trees, though, whatever their actual years, provide the matrix
around which we can restore or recreate our savanna heritage. Regardless of their
chronological ages, they. unlike the herbaceous understory, cannot be wrought from
nothing in a year, or a decade.

Management Implications

Since the onset of human immigration from Europe, our oak savanna ecotype
has been transformed from a vast aggregate area to a scattering of remnants where the
understory has been depleted. the old trees are fading. and brushy invasion is advancing
tothe detriment of both. The effect of the young woody understory upon the herbaceous
plants is direct and obvious: the effect upon the woody overstory can be less direct, but
more insidious.

As we attempt Lo bring back the savanna understory by cutting, herbiciding.
and burning surplus woody plants, we must remember that misdirection of these
techniques can affect the trees we wish 1o retain as well. Fire-damaged trees no doubt
were common in presettlement savannas, but they were scattered over an expansive
landscape. We no longer have the luxury of leaving the health of our remaining
individual savanna oaks to chance, especially considering the unnatural fuel loads we
create during our brush-killing activities. The understory can be renewed in a decade.
but the old oak. with all of its biological and visual charactcr, cannot be renewed in a
century. Careless use of herbicides. or a dead limb or brush pile burning too near one
of our relic oaks. or a hot ground fire which cannot discriminate at such a small scale
between those trees that we wish to retain and those we wish to remove, can cause
damage that cannot be reversed in a human lifetime. To allow the oaks to be forced into
decline by careless management techniques. planned only to implement the removal of
surplus woody growth, will not serve well the restoration objective we follow.
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There is a significant difference between prairie restoration and savanna
restoration. Savanna managers should not neglect to explain this difference, in detail,
toanyone who wishes to work on a savannarestoration project. The great monarch oaks
are not really savanna bones. or other static, lifeless structures, but living system
components existing on a longer time-line. These are dominant organisms that have
persevered for so long. and without which the savannas would not exist. They need
protection from overfiring or carcless management, and they need periodic opportuni-
ties for controlled recruitment. In our zeal to restore the native herbaceous understory,
let's not turn our savannas into bur oak graveyards.

Presented at the first Midwest Oak Savanna Conference, Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity, Chicago, 1llinois, 20 February, 1993.

Quercus coccifera
The Evergreen Kermes Oak by Dr. Faik Yaltirik,
University of Istanbul, Turkey

The Kermes oak grow extensively throughout Turkey, occuring within the
habitatsof the maquis from sea level up to an altitude of about 1,200 meters, ineither full
sun or as an undergrowth in forests of Pinus brutia (A Mediterranean Pine Species).

This peculiar picture (sec Figure left) was taken by my student Miss Selcan
Cesur, on the island Gokgeada (Imros) near Dardanelle (Ganakkade), Western part of
Anatolia, in the Agean Sea.

Location: Turkey, the Island of Gokgeada, 300 meters to the bay of Kalekoy.
Aspect-Slope: N.E., 10%.

Elevation: 40 meters.

Land-Use: Degraded maquis. open land. sarcopoterium is abundant.
Erosion: Severe wind erosion.

Parent Material: Limestone and sandstones.

Approximate Age: 60 years

Editor's Note: Dr. Faik Yaltirik sent me a few months ago his work on the oaks
of Turkey. It is a wonderful journal, with good photographs and illustrations (the cover
illustration is an excerpt). Unfortunately. it is in Turkish and at the moment my Turkish
translation is very rusty. Is there anyone in our society who knows or has contacts to
an inexpensive translation service. capable of transforing this work into the English
language?.
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The Oaks in Philately

by Stelian Radu, Simeria, Romania

Reading the Editor's letter in the second issue of the I0S Journal, I remem-
bered some of the numerous hypostases of the oak's presence in our life. One of these,
less known and not so common, is the appearance of this robust, long-lived and valuable
species on postal stamps. Looking through my modest collection, dedicated mainly to
trees and forests, I find some specimens which, I think, are of interest for our readers,
even expressive, in spite of our modest graphic conditions.

Figure 2 shows postal stamps with oaks, issued in the frame of some
descriptions, dedicated to characteristic trees. The stamp issued in 1980 by the former
Soviet Union reproduces the outline and atwig of Quercus robur with leaves and acorns
(fig. a), while the 1982 issue is a miniature copy of the oaks painted by the famous
Russian landscape painter, I. I. Schischin (1832-1898)(fig. b). The German stamp
exhibits flowers, leaves and fruits of Q. sessilis (fig. ¢). On the English stamp we can
see a magnificent solitary oak (fib. d), while on the French one, the habit, leaves flowers
and fruits are of the same species, named in this case by its synonym, Q. pendunculata
(fig. e). The oak onthe Isreali mark (1981)is Q. ithaburensis (fig. f), while on the English
stamp, the United Europe oak in Hauteville is depicted.(fig. g).

In 1976 the French Post dedicated a stamp to the reknowned oak forest,
Troncais, a beautiful stand (fig. #). In orderto celebrate the "Month of Forest” (1956),
the Romanian-issued stamps depict an oak. (fig. i).

In the series dedicated to century-old trees, the Bulgarian stamp presents an
800-year-old oak (fig. j). The anniversary of an old Hungarian pulp factory is certified
by a stamp including an oak leaf, although this is not one of the numerous utilizations
of oak wood (fig. k).

Figure 3 represents three First Day Covers (FDC) issued by the United States,
Tunisia (for the 6th World Forest Congress) and Romania, representing Q. alba, Q.
suber, and Q. robur, respectively.

Figure 1 reproduces a maxima card (with the same motif on card, mark and
stamp) with an oak; this is a photocopy from the author's original.

These are, of course, a few samples of oaks in philately and this short
comment is far away from being a complete one.

And finally, why not a stamp for the inaugural conference of the International
Oak Society? "
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Short contribution to the Oaks Bibliography
by Dr. Stelian Radu

1. Monographie der Eichen Mineleuropas und der Mittelmeergebietes (The
Monograph of Oaks of Cennval Europe and Mediterranean Regions). Schwarz. O.

Berlin. 1936-1939.

2. Monografia stejarilor din Romania (The Monograph of Oaks in Romania).
Georgescu, C.C. & Morariu. 1. Studii 1.C.E.F. Bucuresti. 1948.

3. Die Eichen (The Oaks). Krahl-Urban. J. Paul Parcy. Hamburg and Berlin. 1959.
4. Dubi Kavkaza (The Oaks of Caucasus). Menitzki. IU. L.

5. Dub (The Qak). Lositzki. K.B. Moscow, 1981, p. 100.

6. Dubi Azii (The Oaks of Asia), Menitzki IU. L. Leningrad. 1984.

7. Dubravi (The Oak Forest), Novoseltzev. V.D. & Bugaev. V.A. Agropromizdat,
Moscow. 1985, p. 214.

8. Silviculture of Forest Trees of the United States. Assorted Editors. Agriculture
Handbook, Washington. D.C. 1974, p. 271.

9. Quercus L. oak s of Woody Plants in the Uni ates. U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture. Agriculture Handbook 450. 1974. p. 692-702.




Letter to the Editor

Dear Mr. Wright:

Firstly, many, many thanks and congratulations to yourself and all those
involved in setting up the Society. This is actually a somewhat belated scribbled reply
to your No. 2 Journal last autumn. I've really enjoyed the Journal and particularly enjoy
and appreciate the personal comments on the individual species and cultivars such as by
J. R. P. van Hocy Smith.

Conference

Yes. I am interested in attending. but could only decide nearer the time and
I would put the present chances at less than 50/50. My thoughts are that the timing
should be when the fall colours are at their most impressive. as it would be a long way
to come to see bare branches. Iwould have aninternational conference. say. every five
years, certainly no more frequently, so they (the conferences) are special and people will
make an effort to come. I'd love to sce one here in Europe, say Holland. sometime.

Suggestions

Please can you publish a membership list with addresses. ideally with a brief
note of member's particular interests, skills and professional dealings with oaks? This
could possibly be in the form of a booklet to go with the Journal and be fully updated
every five years. In the meantime details of new members and such could be an item
in the Journal.

I would strongly urge you to encourage and introduce Life membership.
which would save a lot of paperwork and build up a sound base for the Sociély with a
small capital fund to earn interest or whatever. It has to be the way forward as I see it.
butdon't set the fee too low. Members in countries with weak currencies could perhaps
have a lower, possibly honorary. discretionary membership fee. such as Romania.

I am a farmer with a growing collection of oak specics and varieties of my
own. I have about 100 species and cultivars to date. but my problem is that I'm in the
cold centre of England and don't know how many would survive a cold winter. Also |
am often planting trees I've never scen and can only guess at how they will grow and
survive here, and where they would like to be planted. such as heavy ground. light
ground. a frost hollow. shelter. damp or dry soil. south facing. open sunny sites and so
on.

Best wishes and many thanks.
Jamie Friend.

Winnington Grange
England
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Dear Mr. Wright:
I have just reccived issuc No. 2 of the International Oak Socicty and I am
writing to you to congratulate you on this.

Unfortunately there seems to be some breakdown of communication between
this end of the Oak [10S] and yours. I have been hammering at the door of the Society
and screaming for oak seed but I have heard nothing. Whilst I do receive a lot of seed
commercially. nevertheless. there are some species which Turgently require and cannot
gct. for example, Q. sadlerana, Q. oglethorpensis, Q. brewerina, etc.!

The articles on germination of acorns need a lot of clarification. The best
descriptions and guide that I have is the U.S. Department of Agriculture,_Agriculture
Handbook No. 450, Seeds of Woody Plants in the United States, (1974). This gives a
very lucid explanation and helps to clear away many of the myths of acorns which are
written.  For example. "the embryo has two fleshy cotyledons and there is no
endospern.” Does this not immediately give us some vital information?

If the seed is fleshy and if there is no albumen then it occurs to me that acorns
should be sown immediately as possible after collection. It does not seem. therefore., to
be awise practice even rightly todry acorns in the air. Of course, if one is sending acorns
around the world. then, it may occur that the acorns may arrive at their destination dry,
unless they have been packed with some damp material to retain moisture.

I do not believe that the moisture content of seed is properly understood by
many growers and amateurs. To my mind it is pure logic and stands to reason that nature
has provided moisture for a reason and that we destroy the rhythm of nature at our peril.

T'have now grown thousands of oaks from acorns. At first, I sowed the acorns
in open seed beds but this practice was not satisfactory as the seed beds had poor
drainage and our soil is very alkaline. Mice were also a problem. Then I reverted to
sowing acorns in pots and growing oaks in containers. This practice has proven
satisfactory. but there are a number of points to watch. Itis necessary to have a deep pot
as the oak has a tap root and it is essential not to let that root girdle round the bottom of
a small pot.

Acorns can produce a second radicle, but is there any point in destroying the
firstradicle for that surcly should be the better and stronger one. Iagree with the practice
of placing acorns in slightly damp peat (not wet peat) and putting them in a polythene
bag until they start to germinate. but as soon as they start to emerge, I sow. 1do not like
to have a bag of acorns with a mass of roots because it is difficult to disentangle them
without damage.

Nowadays it is not my practice to refrigerate acorns. I find that fluctuating
temperatures. like nature provides. is just as good as any. In my view a fridge can
produce a dry atmosphere and unless the acorns are mixed in slightly damp peat, they
may dry. Nevertheless. Ido accept that many people use arefrigerator with good results.

Let me Ieave you with one thought. Why do the white oaks germinate in the
autumn and the black oaks in the spring? This is an interesting discussion point and
perhaps the origin of the plant may have some bearing onit.



1 would be very interested in attending the International Oak Society confer-
ence. Although Ihave studied growing oaks [rom acorns, nevertheless am the first to
recognise that my knowledge is very limited and that I have an enormous amount to
learn.

In this country, there are very few established collections ol oaks. With the
exception of Q. rubra, North American oaks are rare. The odd oak may be found here
or there in one of the large parks or private gardens. However, in the last live years. 1
have experienced an enormous upsurge of interest in the genus. Two years ago |
exhibited at a plant sale in France and sold 500 oaks. Everyone in France wants an oak
as Louis IX gave judgment under an oak tree. Many of the soils in France are very
satisfactory for growing these plants.

By the same token. there is also anenormous interest in this country and many
people are now starting to make collections of oaks. I would like to know a great deal
more about oaks under landscape conditions and certainly it would be interesting to have
a lecture by Michacl Dirr.

I would suggest that Les Chenes by Camus is hopelessly out of date. In my
experience it is not difticult but impossible to obtain a complete copy and it is out of
print. It may. however, be possible to pick up an odd copy in a second-hand book shop.
A number of years ago. Timer Press, Oregon, expressed interest in doing a new book
on oaks and they were in touch with Philip McMillan Browse. However. that project
did not appear to go on and my recent enquiries of Timber Press say that they are intouch
with the Society with a view of writing a new book. What news do you have of this?*

Keep up the good work.
With Kind Regards.

J.G.S Harris, Proprictor
Mallet Court Nursery
Taunton, Somerset
England

01 Can some of our West Coast, U.S.A. members help Mr. Harris with Q. sadleriana, and Q.
breweriana? Does anyone in South Carolina have access 1o seed of Q. oglethorpensis. 2.
Carolina have access to seed of Q. oglethorpensis.

02. Some of our members have copies of Les Chenes and other outstandin ¢ oak reference
books. Perhaps they would be willing to bring them, for display and review, to the 1.0.S.
conference? Evervone should plan to bring seed. etc. as well.

Regarding the intiative by the Timber Press, a panel of experts (including several 1.0.S.
members) is moving ahead with this project. It is massive undertaking, and will require
several years, but we expect to hear an update and request for the input during the 1.0.S.
conference. For those unable 1o attend the conference. we might publish an abeviated
proceedings as a special issue of the 1.O.S. journal.
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Appeal for National Tree

Ofor our Stateside MembersQ

I'm enclosing a copy of Senator Frank Lautenberg's National Tree Legisla-
tion. S.J. Res. #81 which desinates the Oak to be our National Arboreal Emblem.

This picce of Iegislation has been assigned to the judiciary Commitec until it
acquires 51 co-sponsors, before it will be released from this committee onto the
floor of the senate for a passage vole.

We must secure the active support of our state-side members to write or
telegraph their respective Senators. strongly urging them to quickly co-sponsor S.J.
Res. #81.

Sincerely.

Harry J. Banker
Banker & Company

640 Eagle Rock Ave.
West Orange. NJ 07052
201 731-0840

103D Congress, st Session
S.J. Res 81 - Designating the oak as the national arboreal emblem

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, April 19, 1993
Mpr. Lautenberg (for himself and Mr. Bradley) introduced the following joint
resolution which was read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Joint Resolution

Designating the oak as the national arboreal emblem.

Whereas the oak has more than three hundred species native to North America:

Whereas the oak is grown in every state:

Whereas the oak represents durability and longevity:

Whereas the fruit of the oak. the acorn, was used as food by early native
Americans.

Whereas in a poll conducted by the International Society of Arboriculture, the
oak was sclected by a majority of pcople as the tree that symbolizes the United States:

Whereas the oak has been renowned in art, music, literature: and

Whereas it is fitting and proper that the United States have a national arboreal
emblem: Now therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States fo
America in Congress assembled.  That the trece commonly known as the oak is
designated and adopted as the national arborcal emblem of the United States, and the
President is authorized and requested to declare such fact by proclaimation.

from Aborist News
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