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NEWS
Preserving 
our heritage

The timeline for Cun-
nack’s Valonia Oak Planta-
tion reveals: 

- Valonia Oaks are an un-
common variety of oak from 
the Balkans and Turkey. 

- In 1863 George Cun-
nack, tanner, currier and 
leather merchant of Castle-
maine needed to transport 
32 tonnes of wattle bark 
from the Wimmera per 
month. In a bid to combat 
costs, Cunnack arranged 
the first importation of Valo-
nia Oaks into Australia from 
Turkey.

- Under the direction of 
William Ferguson, curator 
of the Macedon State Nurs-
ery, acorns were planted 
in a paddock adjoining 
Cunnack’s tannery (now the 
Winters Flat site) in 1879.

- The trees first produced 
acorns in about 1893 and 
were used to set up other 
plantations in Victoria, 
South Australia and New 
South Wales. 

- There are only three 
surviving plantations in 
Victoria at Castlemaine, 
Mooroopna Common (10 
trees) and Glenaroua 
homestead (24 trees) near 
Broadford.

- The Cunnack’s Valonia 
Oak Plantation is histori-
cally significant as it is the 
first attempt in Australia to 
establish an exotic replace-
ment for local wattle spe-
cies.

Historic grove replanted
Lisa Dennis

After losing all but three of its renowned, heritage-listed 
Valonia Oak trees over the years, Winters Flat Primary 
School this week replanted the historic site.

The school hosted the special Valonia Oaks Planting Day 
last Thursday, August 18 and on the day planted 24 new 
oaks in the original grid to replace trees from the Cunnack’s 
Valonia Oak Plantation that were lost after 10 years of 
drought and the floods of 2011. 

Oak enthusiasts and history buffs travelled from far and 
wide to attend the historic event.

The school’s garden specialist, Terry Willis said the first 
priority was to save the three remaining trees planted in 
1879.

“We did this with the guidance and financial support of 
dedicated tree expert Peter Marshall from Braidwood, New 
South Wales and the hard work of Winters Flat students,” 
he said.

“We loosened up the compacted soil, spread manure and 
introduced worms. Under coffee sacks from Coffee Basics, 
the students drilled holes with a hand auger and then filled 
the holes with biochar inoculated with Trichoderma fungus 
and covered it all with rice hull - food for the worms,” Mr 
Willis said.

“Gill from Castlemaine Botanical Gardens has also been 
supplying rich leaf litter to put under trees.”

Meanwhile, former Buda garden curator Dianne Thom-
son and volunteers from Buda had dug up seedlings and 
collected acorns to grow in preparation for the replanting. 
Also, Daniel McWilliam had been growing his own Valonia 
Oaks at home from the school’s acorns. 

“Together we had all the plants we needed,” Mr Willis 
said.

The new oaks, combined with the existing three, will give 
the school the largest planting of Valonia Oak in Victoria.

“People come from interstate to see these trees and they 
are also discussed internationally. Replanting the planta-
tion will be a legacy for all of the community for years to 
come.” 

Mr Willis thanked everyone who had made the replant-
ing project possible and the Rotary Club of Castlemaine 
which generously donated 24 large wooden tree guards to 
protect the new seedlings.

RESTORED: Winters Flat Primary School garden specialist Terry Willis 
and Grade 6 students Alina and Imani replant an oak last Thursday. In the 
background the surviving oaks stand tall.

ALL STOCK 1/2 PRICE!
SALE FINISHES SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 2016

BENDIGO, ECHUCA AND CASTLEMAINE STORES ONLY

MASSIVE
BIG BRAND
JEWELLERY AND WATCH SALE

ALL STOCK
50% OFF
INCLUDING DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGS, 

GOLD JEWELLERY, SILVER AND PEARLS
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