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Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’ - A New Oak Cultivar

Eike J. Jablonski
LTA, dept. horticole; Arboretum

B.P. 76, L-9001 Ettelbruck, Luxembourg

A new cultivar of oak, Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’, a putative hybrid of Quercus 
emoryi tOrr. × Quercus hypoleucoides A. cAmus (section Lobatae), is described. 

The cultivar described here is accompanied by a herbarium specimen, which 
is deposited as the Standard Specimen in the Sir Harold Hillier Herbarium (HILL) 
at the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens, the official herbarium of the International Oak 
Society. The holdings of that herbarium, as well as the living collections, can be 
consulted online using the search facility from the Garden’s homepage at www.
hilliergardens.org.uk. 

Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’ (Sect. Lobatae; figures 1 & 2). New cultivar name. 
Tree or multi-stemmed shrub, up to 12.5 m. Twigs brownish green, pubescent. 
Terminal buds dark reddish brown. Leaves: petiole 5 - 7 mm, pubescent. Leaf 
blade obovate to broadly elliptic, 45-80 mm x 19-30 mm, base rounded or obtuse, 
rarely slightly subcordate, margins entire with one apical awn, apex obtuse to 
acute, surface abaxially densely tawny- to cream white tomentose (the tomentum 
rubs off easily, while in Q. hypoleucoides it is firmly attached), adaxially glossy 
dark green with few hairs along the midrib, young leaves in spring noticeably 
reddish and male inflorescences are red before they open. Acorns occasionally 
appear, but fall before ripening. 

 Original plant at Sir Harold Hillier Gardens and Arboretum planted in 1968 
(accession No. 1976.1579), source of seed not known but probably from cultivated 
material. The original plant has reached 12.3 m height and 41.3 cm DBH in 2010. 
It is a putative hybrid of Quercus emoryi Torr. × Quercus hypoleucoides A. Camus. 

Standard Specimen: Sir Harold Hillier Herbarium (HILL), collector Con 
Lightbody, No. 1, collection date August 1995, specimen No. 416 (sterile/
vegetative), collected at Sir Harold Hillier Gardens from a cultivated plant, living 
accession No. 1976.1579. 

Additional specimen seen:  
1. Sir Harold Hillier Herbarium (HILL), collector Dorothy Holley, No. 227, 

collection date 12 May 1999, specimen No. 2865 (flowering), collected at Sir 
Harold Hillier Gardens from a cultivated plant, living accession No. 1976.1579.

A herbarium sheet showing the putative hybrid Quercus emoryi. × Quercus 
hypoleucoides from Arizona State University Vascular Plant Herbarium (Catalog 
Number ASU 154940), collected on Jan. 1, 1987, at USA: Arizona, Cochise 
County, by J.R.Zimmerman 8719-C shows a plant different from Q. ‘Piers 
Trehane’, with a spinose leaf margin.

Distributed as a graft, the hybrid Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’ is found in 
several collections: A specimen in Michael Heathcoat Amory’s collection at 
Chevithorne Barton, Devon, planted in 1990, was 5.5 m high in 2011 (Accession 
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No. 032.1990A).  At Chevithorne Barton, Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’ grows more 
vigorously than either of its parents. A specimen at Lord Heseltine’s collection in 
Northamptonshire was 3.6 m HIGH in 2011.

Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’ is in cultivation in a Belgian nursery specializing 
in oaks. The cultivar shows possible incompatibility when grafted on Quercus 
palustris münchh. rootstock, according to nurseryman Dirk benOit (pers. comm. 
2011). The grafts are weak and less vigorous than similar grafts of oaks section 
Lobatae. benOit will try to use other rootstocks such as Quercus shumardii 
buckley in the future.

Quercus ‘Piers Trehane’ is named to honor Piers Trehane (1950 - 2011), 
a British horticulturist and plantsman, and for many years the ICRA registrar of 
oaks for the International Oak Society (IOS). Piers also built the IOS-affiliated 
web-site www.oaknames.org, which contributes greatly to the knowledge of oaks 

Quercus 'Piers Trehane' at the quercetum of Chevithorne Barton, Devon, United 
Kingdom                photo©James MacEwen
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and the recognition of the IOS as oak registration authority in the scientific world 
(figure 3). Piers had been a member of the IOS since its inaugural meeting in 
1994, and participated in IOS triennial conferences as recently as 2009.
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Standard Specimen of Quercus 'Piers Trehane' filed at the Harold Hillier herbarium, 
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