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At~cn, South Carolma ''a' honored to ha\C the lntcrnauonal Oa~ SoctCI) \I'll our Cll) 

dunng thcu JXbh:onfcrence licld tnp m Octobo!r of 2000. Contcrcn.·e hoM' nrganuc:d th1~ 
trip to the \\artner chmate reg ton of coa.,taJ South Camhna and Geurgta 'o lll<'mhcr' could 'ce 
nntcworlhy oak spcc1mens and \ tew an additional variety ot oak 'pectes 

Atkcn, a town of ahout 26.000 b located in the rail Lull! Sandhtlh ot South Caruhna 
ahoul 15 males lrom Augusta. Gcorgm. The Fall Line Sandhtll' ar<· an anucnt coa,tlinc wllh 
htgh mlhng hilh nf deep. sandy .. oil Lying between thc rclati,cly nat Coastal Plam and the 
rolling dry hilh ol the Pu:dmom Plateau, the Sandhtlb once wpponcd an e\tcn,t\e forest nt 
longleaf pine tP111111 palu.llm) maintained by relativd) frequent ground tires. Ongmally ig­
nucd b)' lightnmg and later abo b) humans, these low -intensity lire' t-urned unimpeded met 
vast areas and mamtamcd a unique!) adapted ecosyMem With land-usc changes and lire 
'uppression. tlus ecosystem ha' almo~t disappeared. Man) fire-adapted 'flCCIC., that ~harac­
tcnzed th1s ccnsyMem have hccome qu11e rare. 

Fig. J. A majesUc old \and post oak IQIU'ft"IJJ margtiTf!llil) pre>.Cned along, a ~tree! m A1ken, SC 
Plo>w CfJfl)ri&hl (,,.,and F.Jh SttrrtiNTJ 

~tan) oat.. !X"Cies are name m the Sandhill' regtnn and m the ah~ncc ol fire ha\C 
become more abundant. On xeric upland ~ite' the common 'pecic, mcludc turk<') oak 1 Querr:IH 

lut<l"is). \and ~t oak ( Q. mtlrgaretta). and bluejad. oak IQ mctma). \\l1ere there i' more 
cia) 10 the ,otl, bladjack oak (Q marilund1ca) may be present. On >leeper lope' w tth hcu.:r 
'o1l and where fire wa.' le$ frequent. 'outhcrn red oak (Q jtJ/cata), scarlet oak ( Q <O(tinm), 
po~t oak <Q. stcllata), blad. oak <Q. •·l'iutmu). and white oak (Q ullx1) occur v.uh water oak 
IQ. m,flra). On some upland sues Darhngton Oak (Q. helm.!phal'nca) ts common. Locally 
common 10 the Sandhill., 1., a •hrub or small- to medium-\IZ<!d tree 10 the h\C oak ( Q nr~immw l 
complel'.. Oc--ca,lonall) with qu1tc pendulou' branches ur w 11h 'Cf) small lea' c,, thl\ plan I 

56 



OJa) rncnttunher la:tonomu: ,IUJ) Fi­
nal)). the 11<1(1dplam' of larg~-r n' ~r 
'uch as the Sa,annah Rt\c:r harbor 
oth~r oak spccte• such a' the 
cherrybark oak IQ pagoda). 0\<!n:up 
oak (Q. /\rata). laurel oJI; IQ 
laurifolw), and s~amp ~hllc oal; IQ 
mrclwum) 

\ tnuall) allot these 1J3k,, tnclud­
mg man) large 'flCltlllC!b, are grm\­
tng m Atkcn In addllwn, there are 
man) non· natn c •pcctcs m the bwad 
trec-tilkd parl.~a: '· large prnate 
propcntc,. and park' throughout the 
<:II) Thh prm tdl!\ ,111 UnU\UaJI) dt­
\ er'c and health) urhan lore:'! Mo't 
ol the natt\C oaks can aht• l'le lound 
grn" ing naturall: "tthinthc 2CXXI ac:rc 
Huch.:o.:k \\<wl<h Prc,cnc alm<"t in 
the mtddlc ol Aiken Chestnut oak rQ 
mllllltllw) and nunhcrn red oak ( Q 
ruhm), hoth uncommon in the area, 
can l'le lound 111 Httchcod \\oo1h. 

Buildtng on the cxten,l\c \anCt) 
ol wk' :.tlrcad) m Atkcn, \\'ooJiandcr.. 
Inc .. m mternat10nal 'ourcc lor rare 
and hard-to·ltnd plants, has. OH!r the: 
pa'''" o decade,, added 'teadily to the 

Fig. 2 A )OUng bluff oak rQuucus mnlrlnat 
planted b)' Bob ~1cCanncy along a boule\Olfd tn 
Atken. SC 
P/104 '""'and F.d.- Surnlxrg 

collection from 'ced ~·ollcctton' 
throughout the South and from\ ari­
ou' 'ourcc' Woodlander> ha' 
gro" n and planted out an mcrea\­
mgly dtvci'\C \clccuon of oak' and 
oak rclauve,. ln recent year.., the ln­
ternatwnal Oak Soctcty, through 
genaou' a'\i\tance o f Gu} 
Sternberg and Ron Lance. has made 
u p<t\\thle lor WooJiandcr.. to ob­
tatn acorn' ol man) additiOnal oak 
~pec•e' from around the "orld. 
These arc hctng gn.mn and planted 
out \\1th ancnuon to '<>II and 'ite 
condition,, the mild climate or 
A1ken makes tt fX'"ible to gro\\ 
man} ktnd' of C\ ergr~-cn oak' and 
oak relatl\cs that arc not hard} 
enough to he planted funhcr nonh. 

Wllhtn the )a\t few )ear~. 
\\oodlander,, working ~llh the 
Cit} ot o\iken. ha~ e'tabli,hed a 

f' ig. 3. ·\ mature Darlington oak 
( Q<tnt· I~ Jremt 1p/uu•nca) pre-ened 
a' a 'tn:et tree 111 Atkcn, SC. 
P#k)lo roptn(ht Guy GnJ E:Ju Stl'ntbug 
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<)nc n11lc-long hnr~r planung of ne..\ oak 'J'CliCS m a broad gru." 'rnp 11long l'.u 1\ ,\\cnue on 
the cast ~ide of Atl\en Spaced at about 70 feet apart, these pl.mts n.:pre.~cnt spec. tes and h} hnd, 
not prc\lou'l) found here. Induded arc both C\crgrccn nnd deciduous trees wllh man) wcq­
cm. wuthw estern. Mcx1can. Eurnpcan. and Asian spcctes rcpre.~nted. lllaturc SILCS w tll '.tf) 

from 4u1tc small to 411i1e large Additional spccu;:, now m pmducttnn arc schcdukd to be 
<!,tabli,hed m another hnear planung stnp ncarb). 

'ThLs collcc.uon nnd these trees will surel) prmc to be an :mra,uH: asset to the cormnunlly 
for )Cnf'> to come With careful documentation. it will become a useful resource for urt>an 
fore,ters. horucuhun,ts, gardener~. botanr-l\, and 'erious students of the genu' Qucn II< 

Fig. 4 . A \Cry large turkey <>ak IQuen'uslaeu<J prcsencd a' a 'trcettR'e m Atl.cn, SC 
Photo CtJP>ritltl GUY wwl E4ir Slcmb.rg 



FiJ:. 5 \n A i:m nng-cupped oak I Quercus soltwUJ) ongmaung from plant' hmught lrom 
:-.a '.ike Japan, pl:mtc:d h) Boh McCanney tn Atken. SC 
Plww COJ'Y" lrt G~n and f"AU' Sum~Krg 

Fig. 6 Monterrc} <Mk (QIItrtcll\ rlnwph}l/a) from !'orthcast \ fcxten, planted h) Buh 
McCann<:) m Atkcn. SC. 
Pltol "f'Y"Khl (,.,. 1md I AU' \l<miKrg 
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OAKS .\~0 0\K RFLATI\ ES PL.\:". TED Ot.:l I~ \IKE:\. SC: 

Oak Relath e<. 
Cu!ICIII<It'"f"" llllptdut<J 
Litlwn1rpu• eduli1 
I. dunen11s 
L. g/uhu 
L. ltenryt 
L kcm akt11111 

Oak!.. \'arioiL~ location~ 
Ql/l'fl'll\ til IIIII 

Q. alba 
Q. 1111\lflll<l 

Q. dwpmami 
Q. <"U<Till<'<l 
Q. tlurwulii 
Q Julwra 
Q f.tl'llllll<lltl 

Q. /u·mi.•phm·rl<·a 
Q. lnpo/eucmde1 
Q./ue1is 
Q. llltlf"!..<lrl'/1(/ 

Q. munlandtcu 
Q mi<luuuii 
Q.mini111<1 
Q. multricma 
Q. m•·rsimufulw 
Q. ni~ra 
Q. oglt·thnrpenm 
Q. pulu1tri• 
Q. plll'llllf 
Q.pumi/11 
Q.mhra 
Q .w/iciiUI 
Q. llllllllllrlhi 
Q. !p. !Chmcahua Mtn,, AZl 
Q. !lt'lltl/11 

Q. \"e/11/illll 
Q. nrginwnc1 

One mile plantln~: along R.R. (W to El 
Quucu1 •rtt>n X cunb11 
Q. dalnluunpti 
Q. a~:rifoliu 
Q. Jdwtklmtu 
Q. punxeru 
Q polnru>rplw 
Q. gluJKa 
Q 111('(1/Ul 

Q. sp <Queretaro. ~1cxico) 
Q. arkimsmrtl 

Q <U\1<111«1 X \llf'Oiifo/lc1 

Q tlu ifo/w 
Q fiU>/1/Wifl 

Q mhur '/a\ltgwta' 
Q Cl11Uif"ll'1151\ 

Q pulwu>f1>lw 
Q tmrtt(olw X tugra 
Q. virgimmw X ()·rata rQ xcomptona< J 
Q. rln wp/11 1/u 
Q. ~t'Of"!!lllfW 

Q. ob/IIHJ/11 

Q. sanorii 
Q.lyrara 
Q. plrillm·wtdt·• 
Q. pu11oda 
Q. bien/or 
Q.IIICl'l't 

Q multlmhaxu 
Q. tmhncana 
Q tin 
{!. ~"'' lltjomus 
Q jtHijormt! 
Q cerrt! 
Q. ajji11is 
Q nr~iluma 
Q puht >CI'IIS 111r anowlrca 

Q. wnnri 
Q. pmwrdu 

Q griH'll 
Q. ~rcneHi 
Q \'(1\"l')tllltl 

Q. pol)morplut !S Tcxa' "'un.:c) 
Q oblonRiJolw 

Q.Jaf?mea 
Q. ari:rmuc1 

Q >wtrul/ii 
Q. \llllltlla breuloba 
Q Xill>cmt ms 
Q. mlmr X dalecfltlmpu 

Q IIIOJ>IIItl 

Q. muhlenher~u (\t~\ICHI 
Q. sp tMextco) 
Q m\ntlolw 
Q. en~t'imannil 
Q laurijolta 
Q prmgem 

Q. TTUinlandrca 1ar "''"'' 
Q. rmdulattt 
Q. tomelllella 
Q. t'llll>T\11 

Some 'pccic' tn on.:· mile plantmg along railroad ma} also he: lound at other location' ebe· 
\\herem Aiken Aho. -.orne naturall)-OCCuring h)t>nd, mJ} not be li ted here Man} addi­
tional oak species are t>eing gro" n and are betng added to tht~ hst a~ the) urc planted 
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